
Dr. Ernst Sorkin 
S-La-to Sorwn Institute 
Copenhagen S, Denmark 

Dear &-nstt 

I am uriting the follow%nZ in some haste, and in consfdera:?le 
conf9de3ce. 

Stemmiq in large: part from a pew&m& comsction with Carl 
Djerassi, who is coming soon to Stanford as Professor of Cl~e.xis~try, 
and who is ViceQPresident for .&EWMW&I of the Syntex Cor,poratioil, I 
have agreed to accept some responsfSilities in advisin,- Syntex on 
the course of their future research. I ha,xll.y need remind you of The 
preeminence of this Group in steroid chemistry. Then have felt,, for 
some IAm* the necessity of broadening their interests, and I have 
urged in particular that they consider (1 fundamental ,p:*oblerzs in 
the biochemistry of nucleic acids, and (2 j the mwh~ism of iwunft-i. 
These are obvi.ously not unrelated to one anotherI and the laker is 
a la&.aal correlate of their present unique posiLion iri steroid work, 

A ~particularly at,tractive proposal which I am discussing with thei-i 
is the possibility of their esta?~lishi~:, an advaxed research laba- 
ratorf in this area, psrhaps even on the Stanford campus, on land which 
the university lsases for this type of industry. If this materializes, 
and as an elements that wild bear on the issue, we have :he qilestion 
of the immediate direction of this program. Knowin; thaL yo;l have been 
on the lookout for some new possibd.lities, I am writin Lo ask w&ether 
you could conceivably be free and intorestad to accepi; a position as 
Direc=tor of Biolo~fcal ZZescsarch zh sub a laboratory. Syntex is' $1 the 
mids2 of so:30 constructive measures to ~3.w it a strong; positloil eSr, 
nuclsic acid chemistry, and the close cooporation of such a ~roup.w@uld 
So inmensely valuable, as would your position vis a vis the Univers&:, 
and this does no% exclude Djerassi and shelf. Netioss -to say-d' I +uld 
not bother to&rite you if I did not feel thai this was an unus$l oppor- 
tunity, especially for a drrrz company, which would afford ample ~pppor@nity 
for fundamental research, to which the developmen:. of co:~ercial~ useful 
products would be a long-term parallel incentive, At any rate, ' 

9 this constituted your major concern I woxld su;~est your holding' 
for more direct discussion, 

t'\,%, \J 

If you can :;ive ae a cons-tmctive rqilg, I would eorw~nfcatc ~261 
P I, Alsjandro Zaffarronf, Executive Vice-Prasdient of SJ~:itAXX~ Lo ‘; ’ 

pursue the matter further. Fortunatejjy, he will be attendh~; the II, 
International Goqyass of EndoarLnoloi;y in Copenha;=en next :wnth @ .. 
,-ive a paper, and this could afford an opportunity to aontinue the 1 
disaussfon. \ 


