Septenber 22, 1969

To the Editor
Sen Franeisco Chroniecle

Art Hoppe's satire on "Build s Child" (Sept. 16) outdoes
anything I could write in streight lsngusge about the zesl of
parents for engineering thoir children? 34£3E3€§:y£fually by
menaging their educa%ioui xvf‘24f§:§5; besutiful patody of
the values of a TV~based culture.

The mxixm wire services were insufficiently impressed
by the main point of my talk st the Nobel Symposium in Stockholm
and I would be grateful for the opportunity of expressing it
to your readers.

The world economic aystem in fact engincers the mental
charecteristics of tens of wmillions of children born every year.

By malnutrition snd disesse that sre entirely preventibdble,
we cast thelr brains in s retarded mold, a drime of biologlcal
engineering fostered by our neglect and indifference. I do not
think our people would sllow it to hsppen once we understood
this consequence of poliecies like our withdrswal from the res-
ponsibilities of foreign oid.

I wish my perents had had the mesns to give me Mr. Hoppe's
poetic skills, and Rslph Nezder's shrillness, if only to convey
this sll-important messoge.

Yours sincerely,

Joshua Lederberg
Professor of Genetios



