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Dear Mr. Henderson: 

Through g r e a t  w a n t  of time f have put of'f t o o  long c o n g r a t u l a t h g  you on I 

the  sp lendid  book you got out on Negro Athletes. I want 
t o  thank you for.aukographh-g t h e  copy Francis GPegory and my sister sent me 
fo r  a Christmas present and e x p h s  my apprec ia t ion  for youf. generos i ty  i n  t h e  
amount of space you a l l o t t e d  t o  me. ~ 

t h e  l i v e s  of a l o t  of t h e  men ypu wrote of in YOUP book, not so much by the 
t h ings  you have s a i d ,  or the  t h i h g s  ~+ob~have done o r  the  l e s sons  i n  phys ica l  
education but  r a t h e r  by v i r tue  bf the t h ings   yo^ have stood for and t h e  way 
you have l i v e d  throughout a l l  t h e s e  years .  The b ig  th ing  is t h a t  i n  t h e s e ,  
days of f a l l e n  i d o l s  of all t ypes  it is p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e f r e s h i n g  t o  know a few 
pcople *om we thought were j u s t  about rops when we were k ids  and when looked 
a t  i n  t h e  sober l i g h t  of more mature yea r s  t o  f i n d  t h a t  t h e y  s t i l l  a r e  tops, 
t h a t  they  have c o n s i s t e n t l y  been t h e  t h i n g s  which they  have s a i d  o the r  f o l k s  
should be, t h a t  t h e y  have t r i e d  t o  do t h e  th ings  which they  have s a i d  should 
be -2ttcrnpted. I owe 
you and a few o t h e r  men l i k e  you f o r  s e t t i n g  most of t h e  s tandards  t h a t  I have 
f c l t  were worthwhile, t h e  t h i n g s  I have l i v e d  by and f o r  and wherever possible 
hive atternpted t o  pass on. 

It is a gPand job. 

I doubt i f  any one has +e& t o l d  you how big  a p a r t  you have played i n  

I pe r sona l ly  f e e l  a very g r e a t  debt of g r a t i t u d e  t o  you. 

Sone few always have t o  s e t  t h e  p c e  and give t h e  o t h z r s  courzge t o  go 
on i n t o  p laces  which have not been explored. 
proud of t h a t  t h e  p re sen ta t ion  of so much t h a t  i s  good i n  one b o k  is sure t o  
have r e s u l t s  f a r  beyond your f a r t h e s t  d r e m s .  
and we who have had t h e  p r i v i l c g e  of ccn?ing under your i n f l u e m e  can not  but 
f e e l  j u s t  a b i t  ches ty  when we s;ly W r .  Henderson, - sme I know him, taught  
me i n  high school;  you b e t  h e ' s  0 . K . "  

We have so few t h i n g s  t o  be really 

You have s e t  t h e  p c e  cont inuql ly  

Ply work here  i s  about f i n i s h e d .  I 've  gone as far as I can go I n  formal 
ncdicine so I guess 1'11 havc t o  go t o  m r k  now. 
I suppose becnuse it has ncver been done by a Negro before  and it i s  f e l t  t h a t  
t h e  higher realms of rredicine are not t h e  p lace  f o r  him. On Tuesday I g e t  t h e  
degree of Doctor of Science i n  Medicine, !:ow t h a t  a l l  is over but t h e  shout,kg 
it f e e l s  just about l i k e  t h e  dzy after a big r a c e  that i s  won. Gne m n d e r s  
why a l l  t h e  excitement before t h e  r a c e  w m  run, t h e  c?~xi.ous d7:ys o f  t r - i d n g ,  
t h e  s t r i v i n g  for form, t h e  d l t o o  slow inc rease  i n  spccd, t h e  f i n e  d g e  on 
the  day of t h e  meet, t h e  g m  m d  then  t h e  \;hole t h i n g  i s  ovc-r. 
i n  inedicine i s  t h a t  it takes so much longer .  
?nother medal i n  t h e  box and we begin look ing  forward t o  t h e  next  s i = x o n s ~  
Lm;.etStion, 

It has been good fun. Chief ly  

The o n l y  t h t n g  
'&en it i s  all over it is j u s t  

My next b ig  meet i s  a t  Howard i n  t h e  depsrtment of Surgery. 
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