
DTA purposes - personal memo, Aug. 1,  1973. 

It seems t h a t  NHLl has a choice t o  make about whether the 
contractual  work which i s  supposedly d i rected from DTA i s  going t o  
be d i rected i n  a s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  sound fashion o r  not. P r i o r  t o  
1972 work was l e t  ou t  t o  contractors wi th  monitors who were un- 
f a m i l i a r  i n  the main w i t h  s c i e n t i f i c  invest igat ional  methods and 
who therefore permitted the generation o f  data and devices I n  a 
h igh l y  u n s c i e n t i f i c  and extravagant fashion. Take as examples: 
1) The VAB system 
2) The Med 1 phys i cs  oxygenator 
3) The DCMO 
e) The Arc0 engineafter TECO had found the Rankine engine was not 
e f f i c i e n t  enough f o r  consideration 
5) The T and E f a c i l i t i e s .  

c e l l e n t  physiological  background and invest igat ional  expert ise and 
accomplishment. Since h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  January, 1973, the fo l lowing 
accomplishments have resounded t o  h i s  c red i t :  
1)  The c r i t i c a l  evaluat ion o f  the VAB and the handling o f  i t  by 
the T and E ' s  - p ro jec t  dropped 
2) A c r i t i c a l  evaluat ion o f  the DCMO - p ro jec t  essen t ia l l y  dropped 
asat t ha t  time. A v a r i a t i o n  i n  the pat tern may prove worth whi le  
3) A substant ia l  con t r i bu t i on  t o  the evaluation o f  the functioning 
o f  the T and E f a c i l i t i e s  - phasing out  o f  those f a c i l i t i e s  
4) U t i l i z a t i o n  o f  a laboratory i n  
i t y  of u t i l i z i n g  Persantin and s i m i l a r  drugs as anti-aggregational 
agent i n  connection w i t h  the various pro jects  on mechanicil handling 
of blood i n  DTA. 
5) Subsequent t o  the meeting o f  the Panel on Energy Sources and 
the Panel on Pumping a t  the end o f  May and the beginning o f  June, 
establishment o f  precise, s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  sound working scopes and 
protocols for  thos contractors t o  be continued i n  support. Qu i te  
apart from these protocols, these workshops w i t h  these contractors 
have generated patterns of approach t o  solut ions o f  current  problems 
which d i s t i n c t l y  arose w i t h i n  DTA ra ther  than w i t h  the contractors, 
and whdch are essent ia l  t o  so lu t i on  o f  the problems a t  hand. 
P i t t e l e ' s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and cooperation w i l l  be essent ia l  t o  s a t i s -  
factory implementation o f  these studies. 

DTA simply does not have addi t ional  s t a f f  w i th  the i nves t i ga t i ve  
exper t ise t o  serve these funct ions beyond D r . j P .  and such time as 
D r .  D. has t o  g i ve  t o  the matter. 

the D/d/NHLI e s s e n t i a l l y  took over tha t  meeting w i t h  one day's 
no t i ce  t o  D/DTA to make review assignments t o  the two subcommittees 
from the Adv. Cmtee involv ing an amount o f  time and work not ex- 
pressed o r  envisioned a t  the t ime t h a t  the members o f  t h a t  advisory 
cmtee accepted appt thereto. This was a l so  done withobrrespect t o  
the f a c t  t ha t  the Adv. Cmtee. was not apptd s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  the 
purpose of exper t ise i n  these areas but ra ther  t o  provide a baroad 
sect ion o f  the populat ion so as t o  have inputs from a l l  po ints  o f  
view. 
members o f  the Adv. Cmtee and caused acute embarrassment t o  D/DTA& 

Spec i f i ca l l y ,  D r .  Pitzelewas rec ru i ted  because o f  h i s  ex- 

Bldg 28 t o  es tab l i sh  the f e a s i b i l -  

D r .  

These a c t i v i t i e s  have been immensely time-consu-ing t o  D r .  P. 

A t  the meeting o f  the Adv. CmtCe o f  DTA on May 30, 1973, 

The approach t o  the Cmtee was b i t t e r l y  resented by many 
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fo r  t ha t  reason. The D/DTA w i l l  want assurances tha t  there w i l l  
be no r e p e t i t i o n  o f  t ha t  performance before he reconmends fu r the r  
appointments t o  the Advisory C m t t t e e .  

heart valves and en c i r c u l a t o r y  supportive measures, i t  was the 
suggestion from the Dep.D/NHLI tha t  DR.Scottscrve and M r .  A l t i e r i .  
D r .  P. and Dr .  D. f e l t  t ha t  ne i ther  one was qua l i f i ed  t o  serve i n  
tha t  capaci ty and thatjsome assurance o f  proper completion of  the 
j ob  might be provided i f  D r .  P might be placed i n  an advisory 
capaci ty t o  both of  these executive secretar ies.  

P i t z e l e  on Ju ly  31 tha t  he was making D r .  P f u l l y  resp. for  the 
q u a l i t y  and the ge t t i ng  out  o f  the repor t  f o r  the ass i s t  devices 
by Jan. 24 and f o r  the a r t i f i c i a l  valves by Ftb. 15 i s  very d is tu rb ing  
i n  tha t  he stated the f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  would res t  on D r .  P. and 
would es tab l i sh  h i s  value t o  NHLI. The statement reported t o  me 
was tha t  i f  D r . j P .  was not able t o  get D r .  Spellman, the Chmn of 
the Adv. Cmtee., t o  cooperate o r  be responsive i n  connection w i t h  
the  study (which he has not done), then D r .  P. would have t o  be 
the Chmn o f  the Cmtee and see tha t  the work i s  completed. 

D r .  Scott, who proved hopelessly unable t o  do the job, and then 
M r .  A l t i e r t  and Dr .  P o i r i e r  i n  t o  ge t t i ng  the necessary l i b r a r y  
work done and proper ly  processed through MEDLINE so tha t  mater ia ls  
could be forwarded t o  members o f  the Cmtee, and the  amt o f  work 
which has done i n  t r y i n g  t o  get the necessary Journals out  o f  the 
NML 3 (which seems unable t o  produce about h a l f  o f  the a r t i c l e s  
reqdired) has been astronomic and has taken up f a r  more o f  h i s  
time than h i s  proper s c i e n t i f i c  assignments can spare. 

A t  the time o f  the assignment o f  the review on a r t i f i c i a l  

The reported telephone statement from D r .  Leyton t o  D r .  

The amount of  work which Dr .  P. has put i n  f i r s t  t o  guiding 

For NHLI the choice i s  simple, E i ther  the s c i e n t i f i c  e f f i c a c y  
o f  the supervision o f  the contractual  work o f  DTA i s  going t o  be 
properly, e f f e c t i v e l y ,  and w i t h  high p roduc t i v i t y  o r  we are going 
t o  concentrate on an immense amount o f  paper work o f  r e l a t i v e l y  
doubtful value t o  the prdnnary a im o f  the Div is ion.  It i s  read i l y  
coodeded tha t  such informat ion as is sought from the two subcommittees 
i s  valuable information, but there i s  serious question i n  the minds 
o f  the s t a f f  a t  DTA about whether i t  would not be f a r  be t te r  t o  
u t i l i z e  such a pat tern as was used i n  the review o f  aorto-coronary 
bypass w i t h  D r .  K i r k l i n  as chairman i n  1972. 


