
June 19, 1974. 
Rm 4850, Bldg 31 

Harry S. Soroff, H.O., Chairman 
hpartassnt of Surgery 
State U. of N.Y. Coli. o f  Ned. A t  Stony Brook 
Stmy Brook, N.Y. 

Dear Harry, 

1 have had IORM) more thoughts about get t ing started 
wi th  8 good c11nteel f l o w  a t  the VA Hospltal a t  Northport and 
have had a telephone cwsrsat lan w f t h  Harry LeVeen with the 
fol lowing answers. 

I f  he were t o  be inv i ted to  come, he wants t o  come 
on the bests of  what h i s  contr ibut ion could be t o  the deve lop  
ment of  the Department of Surgery, 
the Veterans Administratton System, and, since he has but 2 1/2 
years before f t l t i n g  out 20 years, he would be interested i n  
coming as an amployem of the VA. This 1s not to be Interpreted 
IS Implying t h a t  he wants t o  stay only that  long. 

H i s  career has been I n  

k n y  of my former residents pract lce i n  Long island, 
but most of LeVsen's former residents do. They Include men 
l i k e  Witotoki and Levltan and 5tu Setden In Smithtawn and 
Tony DIBmedetto, now Chairman o f  the Department of Surgery 
e t  hadowbrook. I know these men slnce t h q  rotated through 
the services a t  Downstate too, and they are strong men. Such 
t i es  mfght be very halpful  In get t ing a good flaw f i  patfents 
a t  the VAHosp. 

LeVesn i s  a l e r t  to opportunit ies t o  strengthen h fs  
VAHospital and accepted lnv l te t idns from several veterans' 
groups t o  speak to them. H i s  vascular service has a continuing 
flow o f  patlants frora outside the area of the Brooklyn VAHosp., 
lncludlng the eastern end o f  Long Island. 
these would f o l k  him t o  Worthport I f  he were to  go there. 

He thlnks many o f  

LeVmn has been dealing w l t h  VACO w i th  success for years 
and has not only an excel lent anlrrrel laboratory used as a show 
place by the VA Centtal Offtee but support of h i s  research work 
anrountfng to a l i t t l e  over $100,000 a year, which apparently 
could be transferred to Northport If he were to  go there. 

He ins i s t s  he I s  not perturbed about the type o f  appoint- 
ment In  the VA, whather t t  bs as Chief, Arst. Chief, Chisf o f  
Remsrch, or whatever would allow him an opportunity t o  tmrk. 

It m i g h t  be f r u i t f u l  t o  i n v i t e  hfrn to speak a t  Stony 
$rook on SOCIW area of h i s  InvcstfgatIve work. I b e l l w o  
l t  would reveal expert lsc and accornplfshftmnt in conslderebia depth. 


