
Telephone conversation wi th  Dr. Maurice Visscher - 7/22/66: 

Dr. Visscher: Hello Clarence. 

Dr. Dennis: Maurice, w h a t  did you find out? 

Dr.Visscher: I had a ta lk  with Congressman A1 Kwee 
the Joint Conference Committee had met f o r  about three hours, They did not 
take any final action. However, he saia the actions that they did take are not 
good from your viewpoint, He said they refused to eliminate the other animals 
and I asked him why. -Well he said, it wasn't because they were worried about 
the dealers. He said they wanted to leave the other animals in in order to have 
the standards, inspection and enforcement within research facilities, This w a s  
their reason. 

yesterday evening after 

Dr. Dennis : Who's they ? 

Dr. Visscher: Wel l ,  they said the/ and he said actually the House conferees 
didn't stand up. Now, of course, the fact of the matter is that there isn' t  any 
evidence of poor treatment of rabbits, guinea pigs, hamsters, and monkeys in  
laboratories s o  far as I know. This is a lot of baloney. But - the other question 
is wha t  harm does it do u s ?  

conferees 

Dr.Dennis: Well  it's j u s t  s o  that i t ' s  in the storage areas and not in the laboratory. 

Dr. Visscher: That's all still clear. 

Dr. Dennis : That is. 

Dr. Visscher: Yes, 

Dr.Dennis: Well, I don't care.  That wouldn't bother me particularly. 

Dr.Visscher: It wouldn't change o u r  operation one iota. I have a hunch that the 
only place where the Department of Agriculture may give us  some trouble at the 
University of Minnesota is that WB don't have runwaysfor chronic dogs. 

Dr. Dennis: Who does? 

Dr.Visscher: Wel l ,  that's the point. They're going to have a hell of a time 
getting anywhere with an advisory committee that's made up of scientists in 
putting runways as a requirement for chronic animals, but this is a possibility. 
Well  then on the score of that Section 15, they hadn't come to that, in a definitive 
way. He asked me, wha t  do you want me to do? Incidentally the information that 
Kingman and Fred Hoke have got this morning from staff members of the Committee 
is that Kwee w a s  the only one of the conferees who really stood up loor% for ou r  
position. 

Dr, Dennis : Really ? 

Dr.Visscher: Yes. The rest of them were just about sitting there. Catherine 
May helped, but the others are really not w e l l  enough informed to know what they 
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ought to do and apparently Christine Stwens had reached. Congressman Cooley 
just before the meeting of the Joint Conference Committee and had shown him a 
big book of photographs from all over the country that she has assembled showing 
what she makes out to be improper conditions, particularly as far as this argument 
was concerned, in connection with other animals. I Cion't know where she got 
pictures. We don't know too much about what those pictures show. 

Dr.Dennis: She w a s  showing those to whom? 

Dr.Visscher: To Congressman Cooley, the Chairman of the House Committee on 
Agriculture. 

Dr.Dennis: Somebody ought to drown her. 

Dr.Visscher: I've looked a little bit at this supposed compromise bill, and I got 
a copy of it from your Executive Secretary, Mrs. Earle, and I 'm quite unhappy 
about the role that Lowell Greenbaum has played in this matter. 

Dr. Dennis : So a m  I. 

Dr.Visscher: Do you know whether the text of that Javits Bill w a s  really approved 
of by anything more than the small  executive group around him before they got 
Javits to introduce i t ?  

Dr.Dennis: I don't think it w a s .  I a m  not certain, but I don't think i t  was .  It's just 
that small  group of five or six men. 

Dr.Visscher: Yes. Now you know they've got an important principle in  there which 
is that they write in certain specifications in the bill itself with regard to the way 
animals can be treated which I just don't think is a good idea. Some of this is all 
absolutely in line with our policies. F o r  example, this sor t  of statement: Commen- 
surate with the experimental needs and with the physiological functions of the study 
all research training and testing likely to cause pain and discomfort shall be per-  
formed under adequate anesthesia. Well ,  now, w e  do this anyway, but to write 
that in the bill - do you think that 's a good idea? 

Dr. Dennis: W e l l  it might pull some antivivisectionist teeth. That's all I could 
think of. 

Dr. Visscher: Wel l ,  but it also provides an opportunity for amendment, 

Dr.Dennis: Yes, that's t rue.  

Dr.Visscher: There's  nothing that they say, though, that I don't approve of as a 
practice, although some of it is pretty vague. Records relating to the u s e  and 
disposition of all animals shall be maintained in  such form and such manner as to 
make possible evaluation of compliance with the requirements of this Act. Well, 
now who is going to determine what makes i t  possible? 



Dr.Dennis: V e x ,  you could get somek)ody very difficult in charge ana have an awful 
time. 

Dr.Visscher: Yes. And then you pointed out the criminal i w 7 l i c a t i o n s i n Q  
i n v o l v e d  i n  tb-e q e n a l t i e s  i i n o s e d ,  ii'hich a re  o u t  o f  o r d e r .  
% i s  7talces i t  sound as t17ouTh they  were d e a l i n ' ?  with co-non c r i - n i n a l s .  
D. Y e s ,  i t  sounds  l i k e  hi:% t r e a s o n  t o  n?e. 
J T .  k t  t h i s  a y a i n  i s  r A a t  t h o s e  a n t i v i v i s e c t i o n i s t s  v a n t .  T h i s  i s  
#xxdatxSE~txxma9xsa~~~~aSEa~~xlta a so? t o  them. 

out t h a t  he has s e e n  a copy  o f  t he  June  i s s u e  o f  t he  ' -u l l e t i . n  o f  
y o u r  T.?'. 3:!*? T - i t b  a r e n o r t  5y Love11 ( ~ - r e e n b a n n  on  t he  Javi  t s  bill 
and h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  Tt-ith t h e  " o a r d  o f  t h e  7- i-n ?%ita :o c o a c e r n -  
in(- i t .  3 i c i  you  see t h a t ?  

I ? . .  I t b i n k  I d i d ,  y e s .  
V. ':re13. now, i n  ttiat s ta tement  o f  LOVWII'S he says t h a t  I ? i s  ? r e s e n t  
a t i o n  t ha t  su e s t s  t h a t  t he re  be a s o r t  o f  a * m l ? a n a t i o n  of t h e  Fill 
a n d  the J a v i t s  b i l l s  i n  a s i n y l e  a c t  met with : - > o s i t i v e  r e s .>oncse  
f r o m  the "oard .  
D. Ye's b e e n  s a y i i i y  t h a t  f i y h t  a l o n g .  
V. l r e 1 l ,  a c t u a l l y ,  o u r  n o a r d  h a d  l o t s  o f  c r i t i c i s i n s  a b o u t  i t  a n d  
d e f e r r e d  a n y  a c t i o n  on t h e  th inm.  't'e11, now, t h i s  i s  j u s t  n o t  
q u i t e  c r i c k e t .  
D. Y o ,  t ha t  i s n ' t  r izht .  
V. Ve d i d n ' t  say t h a t  i t ' s  u n t h i n k a b l e ,  y o u  s e e ,  b v t  7tre had object- 
i o n s .  The o f f i c i a l  a c t i o n  was t o  l a y  o v e r  any  a c t i o n  u n t i l  a f u t u r e  
m e e t i n p .  You see what I mean? 
D. There's  a yood deal  o f  basis t h e n  f o r  7ob IIoore s c r i t i c i s m ,  
t h e n ,  i s n ' t  t h e r e ?  
V. Yes. lereee, now, I wish t ha t  t h e  XTJ^T6~'3':R would n o t  e n d o r s e  t h i s  
a q a l g a m a t i o n  b i l l .  
3. I t h i n k  T s o l d  t ha t  y e s t e r d a y .  1 t a l k e d  t o  ' J a n r e r o n i  on t he  
p h o n e  a n d  we t a l k e r l  some time, a n d  I t h i n k  when we Tot  throu-;;.h h e  
' t m s  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h i s  J a v i t s l ' T i 1 1  c o l l b i n a t i o n  s h o u l d  be dror,r>ed 
a n d  t % a t  i . r e  s 5 0 u l ~ ~  -0 a l o n e  b a c k i n -  you loc':, s toc 'c ,  and- 3 a r r e l l .  

TT. "ell, 1'3 :lad t o  Iiear t y T a t .  
J. Y e s ,  i > e ' s  r * u i t c  a d f t  3 e r s o n .  5 e e n  i n  this f o r  ;?any y e a r s  
and  : ?e ' s  i? v e r y  t : iou,Thtful ,  s e n s i h l c  s o r t  o f  - > C r s O i 1 .  ~. _JOT,:', ? l a r e n e e ,  're? ' l o f t  t a l k e d  with Tavits ' a A n i n i s t r 3 t i v e  
a s s i s t a n t .  30 you knoTc 
"1. I d o n ' t  ~rnoy-. 
V. Y e l l ,  I haven't . j o t  h i s  naqe i n  r i n d  eii; ' .er. Ye said tha t  

iTo7*T this i.s o f f  t he  r e c o r d  for t h e  mo'nent. L-ar ry  ''lngrmn -3o in ted  

I 

.- a n y e r o n i  i s  r ' u i t e  a d i f f e r e n t  -3erson .  

I. 

(1 

' .  -2-i~ a a a l g a m a t i o n  b i l l  u n l e s s  he 
.s .? l .2 .  "TOW, i f  you c o u l d  c o o l  !-li-; or-? 

t'Tsou-h $17 o fie w i l l  n o t  5.nt;roduce the  bi7.1, ttiis ~ . - o u l e  ?-e 
a ? v a n t a w o u s .  
3. T2at I 4 1 1  s e t  UT t o  CLo. 
Y. CK. ?.,-=tf;'s : i y  real reason f o r  c a l l i n * . ;  you ,  *;ut 'I: thou-:Flt I 
ou-h t  t o  - - ivc yo17 t h i s  bac!cyroui?d i n f o r T a t i o * i  a b o u t  110~'- L.o-are 
7reenT:au.n h a s n ' t  r e a l l y  s t a t e d  t h e  t h i n -  r t r i t 3  re:ard t o  t y e  
- l o s i t i o n  i r u i t e  a c c u r a t e l y .  You s e e ?  

Tr . *'e i ~ n o r e s  t he  c r i t i c i s m  c o r 3 3 e t c l y ,  j u s t  'because  re d-5c-n $ 
s a y  i t  -.raS qo -ooi% a t  a!!1 F e  sa id  t h e r e  vas a q o s l t i v e  res i3onTe.  
7 > ' e l l ,  s o  TJCT? f o r  t ' ~ s t .  T T a r r y  Kiny:7an i s  y o i n  J- t o  s e n ?  I ~ O U  I e r s o n a l l y  
a c 0 - 3 ~  of o u r  siinu-kes o f  t3is l a s t  r i t y .  

no?'? 

r .  

- 7 7  . 
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mat T T J o c ~ ~  i o v c  to gee ,  ' ba t  d o  yo!!  f i t w r e  i s  ,-oii2c7- to ba-'?efl 



!:. 

. *?.at; - 7 ~  you C!iin?r i s  q*oin-  t o  ha3:)en no-r'( n 

- r .  lean lfit.t;'l? tl- is? - .  '3 ' i tb t ' - is  :enatc-"ouse. .  . 
T r .  I t'-in'- ii; i 5 z o i n -  t o  dc3entl on  r T ' 2 a t  ne ask  A15ert 'mie t o  
d o .  41'erl; ~ i c ,  i f  he  does  n o t  f i y h C ,  t h e y  --ill a c c e 3 t  i n  e s s e n c e ,  
t l - iey ' re  c I i a n y i n -  i?. re-7 worc:s, t4e S e n a t e  v e r s i o n ,  anc' n o t  t h e  -youse 
v e r s i o n .  
vier; o f  .l;i:c f a c t  tl-rat Jim Shannon has t o l d  t h o s c  2eo7l-e  flatly 
t ha t  t h e  : ena te  v e r s i o n  w i l . 1  n o t  embarrass lnec?. research.  'e a re  
i n  a bad way t o  t r y  t o  c o u n t e r  tha t  a s s e r t i o n .  .o you see  what f 
mean? ;. l i d  you t a l k  t o  7 a r n e y  Zimnerman a g a i n ?  
7 .  Xo, I c l i i l n ' t .  I t h i n k  I ' l l  c a l l  ki*;t a :_a in  t h i s  -iornin:. I've 
h e n  '-meen ? r e t t y  b u s y  with c u i t e  a few more immediate t b i n ? s ,  h u t  
I t h i n k  I'll call h i m  th is  mornin$: a n d  see  what r e a c t i o n  he g o t  

e r s .  An2 I w i l l  c a l l  you a y a i n  t o d a y ,  and  t e l l  you xhat 
l e  t h i f i k  we s h o u l d  do .  I d o n ' t  want t o  c a l l  ' m i e  b a c k  

o ~ : ,  y o u  see,  ve are i n  a very coisro: .nised - s o s i t i o n  i n  - T  

- 

u n t i l  I '3ave sa ipled  q u i t e  a Sit o f  o p i n i o a .  
2 .  I t h i n k  >:e ouTht  t o  ask hi";\ t o  d o  e x a c t l y  :chat you v a n t e d  h i 3  
t o  d o  i n  t he  f i r s t  p l a c e .  
T. T h a t ' s  'xy o ? i n i o n ,  h u t  onc  of  t h o s e  i t e - s ,  T t h i n k ,  i s  o u t .  
- a r r y  K i n , T a n  i s  g o i n 7  t o  s e e  S o o l e y  t h i s  -7orrli,?-P i f  h e  c a n .  ? h l c s s  
w e  c a n  -;et Yoofey t o  chanqc  h i s  - i i n d  E ' T O U ~  tkc other a n i x a l s " ,  
I tl?jv%: +.t i s  out. I -?earl 1 t k in l r  we c a n ' t  20 anythin:..  I think 
t 'ie 5i- n o i n t  t h e r e  i s  t o  t r y  t o  s ee  3 o o l e y .  :. Yven t:?at i s  a11 rin'-it i f  i t ' s  j u s t  s t o r a y e  areas.  
' f .  It i s  j u s t  s tora0 ;e .  ~ ? l a t ' s  what i t  i s .  Y t  isn't -T-oin-; t o  '<ill 
LIS.  -0u s e e  t F i s  i s  where v e  are  i n  t r o u b l e  i n  t r y i n -  t o  c o u n t e r  
<JiVi Shannon ' s  a s s c r t i o n .  r re  are  n o t  honestly a k l c  t o  say  i t ' s  Toin: 
t o  b e  a t e r r f : ; l o  e . : i ba r r a s sxen t  i f  i t ' s  l i x i t ec  t o  tlie storaqe a n d  
s toc7-  factIittes. c'ecausC: i t  i s n ' t .  I t ' s  .-oin- t o  ' e  a 7;aste 
o f  ..toney. q a t ' s  w\at I've t o l d  t??e*; f r o m  t'le :x - ; in i i i nz ,  t!?at i t ' s  

I.. 

' 1  

- [Y 

o i n s  t o  I:e a rsas tq  o r  tToney. . ' h o s e  Tqoney? 
7. "e11, VIC p e o p l e  ' s  noney .  -. "es,  b u t  t he re ' s  no -rDrovision i n  t h e r e  f o r  I ->rovid iqq  the money. 
V. ! o .  On the  o t :>er  hanC,  t ' iere i s  a .reat  1 i l :e l ihooi :  t h a t  -'ill 

T i i l l  ".e aLle t o  Get  c o n s t r u c t i o n  money. ol'jevf:r, i t ' s  y o i n ?  t o  
i n c r e a s e  the c o s t  o f  every ex-3er iment  t o  > u t  t h i s  g ix  r i q a l x a r o l e  i n  
There 's  no q u e s t i o n  abol-rt t h a t .  Our % r a n t s  are  yoin-. t o  >e w o r t h  
l e s s  t o  u s .  ':. O r  t h e y  a r e  y o i n z  t o  c o s t  71Y more. 
v . 'fes. ' e l f ,  I '11 T3e i n  t o u c h  r . - i t h  you azain.  

-.. 

OK Thanks.  


