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Dear D r .  Handler: 

N I H  has recent ly  been apprised of t h e  repor t  on p o t e n t i a l  biohazards of 
recombinant DNA molecules, prepared by the  committee of t h e  Assembly of 
L i f e  Sciences, National Research Council, chaired by D r .  Paul Berg. 

We have been concerned with t h i s  issue for some t i m e ,  and have been 
developing guidel ines ,  soon t o  be published, fo r  assur ing containment of 
such agents while a t  t h e  same t i m e  encouraging t h e  remarkably able  work 
of t he  molecular b io log i s t s ,  v i ro log i s t s ,  and gene t i c i s t s  who are pushing 
forward a t  t h i s  leading edge of science. A l i t t l e  over a year ago, our 
concern was l imited t o  only a few agents of importance t o  man, such as 
the  infec t ious  adenovirus 2-SI40 hybrids. In  the  pas t  year ,  t h e  tech- 
nology f o r  t h e  production of autonomously r ep l i ca t ing  DNA recombinants 
has burgeoned, and w e  w i l l  have t o  be concerned not only with possible  
pathogens of human beings,  but a l so  with agents of p o t e n t i a l  ag r i cu l tu ra l  
and i n d u s t r i a l  importance. 

Because of N I H  involvement i n  the  support and conduct of research on DNA 
recombinants, we are prepared t o  e s t ab l i sh  and support t h e  advisory 
committee recommended by the  Berg committee, and a l so  t h e  in te rna t iona l  

N I H  
staff have already been i n  communication with NAS personnel and with 
Drs. Berg and Baltimore, t o  set  up t he  necessary t a s k  order  fo r  accom- 
pl ishing these a c t i v i t i e s  under the  current  N I H / N A S  cont rac t .  

+: iLng of irivolved scielltlsts xhich they believe i s  necessary. 

We regard t h e  de l ibera t ions  and recommendations of t h e  Committee on 
Recombinant DNA Molecules as evidence of highly responsible  thinking and 
ac t ion  on the  p a r t  of these s c i e n t i s t s .  It i s  apparent t h a t  such 
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individuals are not only out to do "science f o r  science's sake,l' but are 
prepared to postpone further i.iork until they are sure that there will be 
no risk to the public as a result of their investigations, 

- 
Director 
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