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A p r i l  22, 1970 

D r .  Robb Moses 
Harvard Medical School 
Boston, Massachusetts 02115 

Dear Robb: 

Your query about A r t  Buchwald took me by surpr i se .  I have no idea about any 
hidden i d e n t i t y  of h i s .  

I 've  been thinking about answering your long l e t t e r  biil: t h a t  of course does 
you l i t t l e  good. In f a c t  I over-committed myself t o  a l l  s o r t s  of things t h i s  
spr ing  and you as wel l  as o thers  have suf fered  (me too--exhaustion and d i s s a t i s -  
f ac t ion  with not  being a t  the  bench). 

We were o f  course t e r r i b l y  lucky with the manuscript-and I ' m  glad. There 
have been a spa te  of w&er papers from Paris-half-baked with respec t  t o  da ta  bu t  
with good ideas  and probably r igh t .  It's n ice  t o  have the  three  papers with t h e i r  
r e a l l y  e legant  data  t o  counteract  t h i s  (Chou &Moses). 
extensive da ta  on the  lag  i n  polymerization with independent g. c o l i  enzyme--over- 
caning i t  with miniscule amounts of primer. 
enzyme (even independent) has  an absolu te  requirement f o r  primer. 
i t  we seem t o  have switched places.  
the  same lag with both form-I and form-T using the new assay (remove ADP with 
charcoal and then use Ames phosphate method which increases  s e n s i t i v i t y  enormously 
and al lows one t o  measure 6 and 10 nmoles of P i  per  SO p l i t e r s  of r eac t ion  with no 
trouble).  In  f a c t ,  t h i s  same lag was what w a s  g iving me t rouble  with my high s.a. 
ADP incorporat ion assay last spr ing  when I t r i e d  t o  do the  ca re fu l  Km values  for 
ADP and Mg. A t  the time I ascr ibed  the t rouble  to  the  assay  bu t  the lag  was rea l .  
BUT-this l ag  i s  a phenomenon of i n s u f f i c i e n t  f r e e  M$+ and disappears i f  the  f r e e  
@+ is high enough. One can c a l c u l a t e  from the Pa r i s i en re  experiments t h a t  they 
were working a t  suboptimal f r e e  ME52f (using t h e i r  own old  data) so who knows what 
the lag  means. One thing i t  does mean is t h a t  I can ' t  do a l l  those fancy &, values. 
That's r e a l l y  f i n e  with me s ince  it's a bore a t  best .  

One of the  papers has 

Actual ly  they conclude t h a t  c o l i  
On the face of 

Actual ly  i t  was r a t h e r  easy to  demonstrate 

You are, of course, a t  l i b e r t y  t o  t a l k  about phosphorylase. Do you have the  
s l i d e 8  you need? 

Now t o  the  main point.  The word here  is t h a t  jobs are scarce.  Independent 
s l o t s  probably next  t o  impossible. 
a t  t h i s  point.  
v is-a-vis  independence and f u r t h e r  and f ee l ings  about what f i e l d  y o u h e  in t e re s t ed  
i n  f o r  an independent pro jec t .  

I assume you want some degree of independence 
But it would he lp  me i f  you gave a clearer idea on your views 
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It is  my general  impression t h a t  there  are c e r t a i n  N I H  spots which are 

not  as t i g h t  a s  o thers  and furthermore they may be the s o r t  of s i t u a t i o n s  
where people would be very glad t o  have smeone with your background. 
large I would no t  term these “independent” but  they might be the s o r t  of 
s i t u a t i o n s  where wi th in  your own problem you might be e s s e n t i a l l y  on your own. 
Several s i t u a t i o n s  may be worth inves t iga t in&.  One is  Salwnan--one is the  
a rea  of animal v i ruses  (tumor v i ruses)  and  OR^ is in te r fe ron .  All of these 
do have the s o r t  of c l i n i c a l  implicat ions you mention. I ’ d  be happy t o  do 
same phoning around i f  you’d l i k e  me t o  and then 1’11 repor t  back i n  d e t a i l .  
Let me know. No rush--I leave Saturday (Apri l  25) fo r  th ree  weeks ( India)  and 
w i l l  be back about  May 15. 

By and 

I had a v i s i t  i n  Chicago. J i m  is r e a l l y  blooming--it was a pleasure to  see. 

A l l  f o r  now. 

Best to Audrey. 

Yours, 

Maxine Singer 

FIS:vt 


