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Dear Dootor Leake:

Thank you for the copy of yowr lstier to Colonel HeMineh

Tou will be interested o know that whem I was in Weshington
last veel: I discussed this matter mww.mwmcmmmh.
From theme discusslions I gained the impression that ne definite steps
mwtmmmtm@mmmmymwwmm
Pederal W@y Agoncy other than explovation of the factors Snvolved in

roposal, It is also my iwmaim that the main basis for this pro~

posal steams from the appavent duplicating (in the eyes of the Pureau of
the Pudget) recamendatioms of the iy m:ﬁ the Pederal Wﬁ; Agwy
sach to build a medical libmr:r at the Dothesds site. IApparantly,
Fadersl Seourity Aremcy bed included in it W emi&mble ma»(mm
“§4,500,000,00) for ¢ rather axtonsive mmg libwary for ite Besearch
Center st Dethesdn. When ths iy recommended the “ethssda site for the
construction of the new bulldiny for ma m Hodical ldbrery the Buroau
of the budget took the position thet this would peen duplicating feeilities,
It seomed reasopmble to sugpest thet only ome library be comstructed to
perve all agencles. Dince the isrmy bad alresdy recommended for ludjetary

gasens that ite Mbrery Le trensferred to the drmy Civil Mwwwtions ippro-
mriations ’ it sme not & big M;sp to ~vanﬁidar i% transfer to the Federal
Seeurlty Agency. In fact, the Hansgenme it i nt of
Defanse relsed the question iu &mwﬁ af 1%‘} mci asked the mmtw af
Medical 3ervices {then Br. laysond Allen) to investizate the legnl poss
wuﬁm involwed in the transfeor of the irmy Hedleal Idlmary to some athar
. membel sgency.

This is, of course, an obviocus sclution to the problem ut Lo my
nind not an entirely mﬁ;‘%}?wﬁwy me. For & mmber of ressons, which I am
sure ave fully sporeciated by you end therefore psed not be enumerated hore,
It wold be highl; ﬁmmhle for the Loy ¥Hedleal Depsriment to contime to
operate the Libravy, hile I would agree with the positlon taken by the
Bursen of the Dudget on the matier, which seems veasonsble, that Qﬁl} one
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Iibrary should be constructed at the Uotheada site serving all agencies,

I see no resson why it carmot be operated by the dxmy Mediocal Department.
It seems to me thet 1t is just as reasonsble to suppest that the Pederal
Security igency ubtilize the library operated by the Army Medieal Departmont
a8 Lo sugpest the opposite arrengement, Certainly there is no reason to
believe that the former apency can perform this function bebter than the
latter. 8o far as the Budgetary reasoes for iis transfer are concermed this
probles would be met by meking the Library a Civil funetion., Dy this noans
its bodpet 1o separated from that of the Department of Dofanse and it would
thus be freed fras the cuts it might otherwise suffer,

This selution to the problem appears equally reasenabls to
the other Wﬂ&l, i148., the transfer of the Library to the Federal Security
Agency, and, I belleve, moets all the cohjectives sought, I have dlscuwssed
this approsch to the problem with Or. Helling who assured me that he would
give the matter serious comsiderction, The only definite position which
Dr. Meiling has itaken in this matten which he has expressed Lo Secretary
Jolmson, is that no patter what final declsion is made concerning the con-
struction and oporatlion of & library, it should be perpetuated as a memorial
to the medical military officers who had the foresipbt to develop snd further
the growth of the library. In this commection I should like to snzpest that
if the nsme of the libwery should ever be chanyed conslderstion be given to
ealling it the Billings Hemorial Litwary

I sbowdd ayvpreclate your commente ou the mabtter, My besit
wishes,

Bincerely yours,

HEse

CC: President Haymond Allem
Colonel J, H. MelHinch
bPr, Jokm F, Pulbon
br, levis H, Weed
Dy, Richard Meiling



