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The essential function of a foundstion is to aid the progress of man and
the sdaptation of mun to sdvances slreudy made in knowledge. To discharge this
sssential function it 1s absolutely necessary for s foundation to be free from
tradition and to be {ree from ths threat of the loss of its income if its interests
and activities depert from tradition,

Kelther lend-lease nor the organization that led to the discovery of
atomic weepons was within the tradition of the United States. Is it to be Inferred
that Congress hus the exclusive right to ignore se well ms defipe what is in the
tradition of the United States? The Congressionsl resolution directs & comaittee
especially to determine which foundations and orgenlzetlons sre using thelr resources
for purposes not in ths tredition of the United Btates. It would be better for an
American foundation to terminate ilts existence unwillingly thsn to be confined two
tredition as the gulde and source of ite interssts and activities, Nor is it tolerable
for men in sesrch of truth and the welfere of thelr fellow men, whether in universities,
research institutes, or founcations, to live In fear that if their work goes beyond
tradition they will be subjected to crushing teuxstion. If snything deserves to be:
considered un~imerican snd for purposes not in the interest or tradition of the United
States, 1t {s this very threat of excessive taxatlon on those who venture to szeex for

truth in other weye than following tradition.
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