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Dear Doctor Paton: 

I t  i s  of  g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  f o r  me t o  hear  from you t h a t  on May 20th the 
f i r s t  Henry Swan V i s i t i n g  P ro fes so r sh ip  will be e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  the 
Univers i ty  of  Colorado School o f  Medicine. 

Having Seen a f r i e n d  o f  Henry's since the e a r l y  y e a r s  a f t e r  World Nar I1  
I am d e l i g h t e d  t o  write you an acknowledgement of  his well deserved honor. 

After graduat ing  from Harvard Medical School i n  1939, Henry completed a 
res idency  i n  su rge ry  on the Harvard Surg ica l  Se rv ices  w h i c h  concluded a 
t r a i n i n g  a t  the Childrens Hospi ta l  i n  Boston. There he came under the 
guidance o f  poss ib ly  the g r e a t e s t  p ionee r  c a r d i a c  surgeon a t  t h a t  time 
i n  the count ry ,  Dr. Robert E .  Gross,  who opened UB the f i e l d  of c a r d i a c  
surgery  when he performed the f i r s t  successful p a t e n t  ductus  ope ra t ion  i n  
the world and l a t e r  the f i rs t  c o a r c t a t i o n  one ra t ion  i n  th is  count ry .  
This  s e r v i c e  spawned an outs tandinq  school o f  young c a r d i a c  surgeons of 
w h i c h  Henry was des t ined  t o  become a l e a d e r .  

After r e t u r n i n g  t o  his native Colorado he cont inued i n  academic medicine 
a t  the Unive r s i ty  o f  Colorado School of  Medicine, where he i n  time be- 
came Pro fes so r  and Chairman of  the Department of Surqer.y. W i t h  a l i v e l y  
imagina t ion ,  compulsive i n d u s t r y  and an i n f e c t i o u s  z e a l ,  he plunged i n t o  
the development of  c a r d i a c  surgery  i n  the Gross t r a d i t i o n .  National fame 
came t o  h i m  i n  the e a r l y  1950s because o f  his p ioneer  work on the co r rec -  
t i o n  of  a t r i a l  s e p t a l  d e f e c t s  and pulmonary s t e n o s i s  under hypothermia 
and inf low occ lus ion .  His c l i n i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  of  this new technique  was 
based on the exnerimental  work of  Bigelow and Callaghan i n  Toronto.  W i t h  
hard work and excellent results he c l e a r l y  demonstrated t h a t  this s u r g i c a l  
t echnique  was a p p l i c a b l e  t o  b r i e f  i n t r a c a r d i a c  o p e r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  paved 
the way f o r  ex t r aco rpora l  surqery .  

Although Lewis i n  Minneapolis d i d  poss ib ly  the f i r s t  of  these ope ra t ions  
i n  this country i t  was Henry Swan, by d i n t  o f  his excellent teaching  
a b i l i t y  and his boundless enthusiasm who encouraqed the rest o f  us t o  
develop this  technique  on ou r  medical school s e r v i c e s .  And this we d id  
by p r a c t i c i n g  i n  the dog l a b o r a t o r y  u n t i l  we could open the a t r ium,  c r e a t e  
and c l o s e  an ASD w i t h  t h a t  sp l i t - s econd  p r e c i s i o n  t h a t  i s  the hallmark of 
a Rose Bowl championship f o o t b a l l  team. 
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A loose liason was developed between Henry's and my surgical services 
i n  t ha t  we would send surgeons from abroad who had worked w i t h  us f o r  
additional training i n  Colorado. 
graduate teaching of cardiac surgery to  foreign surgical fellows , which 
some of us had i n  profusion i n  the 1950s and 1960s. 
character is t ic  generosity, invited one of t h i s  group, the l a t e  Dr. A .  F.  Bai,  
t o  go h u n t i n g  w i t h  h i m .  On tha t  day Henry met his match, a t  l ea s t  in 
shooting, f o r  t h i s  younq man was the second best shot i n  Argentina. 

Henry was always generous in the p o s t -  

Henry, with his 

Because of his enjoyment of people o f  a l l  ages and zest  fo r  living he was 
sought often fo r  social occasions. One n i g h t  a t  a dinner party i n  my 
home, he br ief ly  l e f t  the guests t o  Dlay a qame of chess w i t h  my ten year 
old son. His qreat sense of humor was exemplified one evening a t  the 
American Association f o r  Thoracic Surgery meeting in Montreal in 1954. 
Dr. Emile Holman, the President, although a qreat surqeon and educator, 
injected an amazing amount of confusion while presiding on the oodium, 
due to  the way t h a t  he became tanaled up i n  the new fangled microphone 
l ines and  e l ec t r i c  pointers and  the three colored l i gh t  switches t h a t  
confronted h i m .  Henry and this writer saw one of these agi le  tumbling 
mimes a t  a Montreal n i g h t  club who could climb a short  ladder, constantly 
on the verge of breaking his neck b u t  never quite doing so. 
a t  once saw a great s imilar i ty  of the ac t iv i t i e s  o f  this mime with the 
problems o f  our  President of the A.A.T.S. on the podium. The hour was 
l a t e  ye t  we both thought how qreat i t  would be i f  this mime could be hired 
t o  come t o  the American Association fo r  Thoracic Surgery meetinq ostensibly 
t o  discuss a paper. After mounting the podium he would f i qh t  the microphone 
cords and become tangled up i n  a way t o  p u t  any amateur t o  shame. Finally 
i n  complete f rustrat ion he would r e t i r e  without uttering a word. 
seemed well and  we dug up $50 t o  qive him as  evidence of good f a i th .  He 
would receive another $50 from us on the completion of his "act".  Henry 
and I waited anxiously f o r  h i m  t o  appear the next afternoon b u t  apparently 
he developed cold f e e t  and  never showed up. Thus a moment was l o s t  that  
would have equalled the time tha t  Brian Blades, then Secretary of the A.A.T.S, 
f i r ed  off a blank s h o t  from a q u n  t o  force a loquacious speaker to  stop 
t a l  k i n g !  

Both of us 

All 

We have been grateful to  the Civil Aeronautics Board t h a t  they f ina l ly  
grounded Henry from flyinq his nrivate plane followinq his l a s t  airplane 
accident, f o r  this edict  probably saved his l i f e .  Even w i t h  his wings  
clinped he has taken up t ransa t lan t ic  sai l ing i n  re la t ively small boats 
w i t h  h a i r  r a i s i n g  experiences t h a t  were subst i tutes  f o r  the dangers of 
soaring h i g h  in the sky. 
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T h i s  l e t t e r  has become much too long as I reminisce about the exciting 
early days of open heart surgery with Henry Swan i n  this country. These 
remarks are  a reflection of my affection for Henry and a testimonial of 
his outstanding contributions to  surgery. When he decided t o  leave 
cl inical  medicine f o r  the laboratory he rarely attended our thoracic 
surgical meetings. 
ourselves w i t h  a brief chat a t  an occasional international meeting. 
the glow of his friendship does not dim. 

He has been sorely missed and we have had to  content 
Yet 

I t  i s  evident from the content of t h i s  l e t t e r  i n  what h i g h  esteem Henry 
i s  held i n  this country and how appropriate i t  i s  t o  have these vis i t ing 
Professorships named i n  his honor. 

Please give my warm reqards and conqratulations t o  Henry. 

S i  ncerely , 

LYMAN 4- A. BREWER, 111, F1.D. 
D i  s t inguis hed Physician 

Prof e s so r of S u r g  e ry 
Loma Linda University 
Loma Linda ,  California 
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