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Good morning, l a d i e s  and gentlemen: 

As r e c e n t l y  a s  one generat ion ago it would have been q u i t e  

unusual f o r  a candidate  t o  t a l k  a b u t  s c i e n t i f i c  problems i n  the 

course of a p o l i t i c a l  campaign. Today the  people have a r i g h t  t o  

expect  publ ic  o f f i c i a l s  t o  concern themselves with such problems 

because everybody knows t h a t  sc ience  i s  no longer  something which 

i s  j u s t  the  business  of research  workers and s p e c i a l i s t s .  

Recognizing t h i s  f a c t ,  D r .  James B. Conant, one of t h e  g r e a t e s t  

s c i e n t i s t s  and educators  of our age, has  said:  "Because of t he  f a c t  

t h a t  the  app l i ca t ions  of science p lay  so important a p a r t  i n  our d a i l y  

l i v e s ,  mat te rs  of publ ic  po l icy  a r e  profoundly inf luenced by h ighly  

t echn ica l  s c i e n t i f i c  considerations." I h e a r t i l y  endorse t h i s  s t a t e -  

ment. During my 22 years  i n  Congress I have spared no e f f o r t  t o  ac- 

q u a i n t  myself with t h e  publ ic  impl ica t ions  of s c i e n t i f i c  progress  and 

I have been e s p e c i a l l y  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of the  h e a l t h  sciences. 

Some have gone so  f a r  a s  t o  c a l l  me a "hea l th  zealot." I accept  

t h a t  a s  a compliment, f o r  I am s u r e  t h a t  no s i n g l e  s c i e n t i f i c  b a t t l e  
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has  a g r e a t e r  c la im on a man's zea l  than the  b a t t l e  a g a i n s t  such th ings  

a s  cancer,  h e a r t  d i sease ,  neurological  d i so rde r s  and o the r  a f f l i c t i o n s  

which take  m i l l i o n s  of lives every year. 

A decade ago, a t  a time when t h e  Federal  government was spending 

$100 m i l l i o n  f o r  research  on the  d i seases  of p l a n t s  and animals, l i t t l e  

o r  no publ ic  money was being used t o  f ind  out  t he  causes of the  major 

i l l n e s s e s  of human beings. I am happy t o  have played a p a r t  i n  chang- 

ing  t h a t  p ic ture ,  Federal  support  f o r  medical research  jumped from 

l e s s  than $3,500,000 i n  1946 t o  more than $738,000,000 i n  1961. 

I be l ieve  t h a t  t he  people of t h e  Second Congressional D i s t r i c t  

i n  Rhode Island agree t h a t  t h i s  i s  progress.  I n  seeking t h e i r  support  

f o r  re -e lec t ion ,  I am asking them t o  give me the  opportuni ty  t o  continue 

t o  promote l e g i s l a t i o n  which w i l l  cause t h a t  progress  t o  advance. Far  

from slowing down p r i v a t e  research  e f f o r t s ,  the  programs which I have 

sponsored have aided and s t imulated them. Support  f o r  p r i v a t e  medical 

research  has,  i n  f a c t ,  r i s e n  from $42 mi l l i on  i n  1940 t o  $335 mil l ion  

i n  1960. 
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I hold no b r i e f  f o r  wasteful  spending. I n  the  87th  Congress, 

f o r  example, I c a l l e d  f o r  a thorough inves t iga t ion  i n  depth of the  

r i s e  i n  wel fa re  c o s t s  of a l l  kinds. I t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  we should keep 

a cons tan t  check on such mat te rs  a s  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of welfare  respons ib i l -  

i t y  between f ede ra l ,  s t a t e ,  and l o c a l  agencies and on e l i g i b i l i t y  s tandards 

f o r  welfare  r ec ip i en t s .  But  the  money spent  f o r  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  knowledge 

which br ings  h e a l t h  and hea l ing  is, i n  my opinion, money wel l  spent. 

The people of Rhode I s l and  know, I am sure,  t h a t  f ede ra l  t a x  

d o l l a r s  which have been used f o r  t he  h e a l t h  sc iences  have no t  only 

benefi ted the  na t ion  a s  a whole but  t he  people of t h i s  S t a t e  i n  par t icu-  

l a r .  I n  t h e  f i s c a l  year  of 1960, f o r  instance,  f ede ra l  funds spent  on 

medical progress  i n  Rhode I s l and  amounted t o  $1,200,000. 

We i n  Rhode Is land  can be e s p e c i a l l y  proud of t he  new h o s p i t a l  

in-the-round a t  Ladd School. This  bui lding,  which embodies the  most 

advanced f e a t u r e s  i n  hosp i t a l  design,  was constructed a t  a c o s t  of 

$1 mi l l i on  -- $300,000 of which was made poss ib le  by a f ede ra l  grant.  

Rhode I s l a n d ' s  co l leges  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  have become l eade r s  i n  
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t h e  hea l th  sciences.  The Honors Science Program of the  National I n s t i t u t e s  

of Health t o  develop young medical research  s tudents  a t  Providence College 

is  unique i n  the  nation. The Child Development Study administered with 

f e d e r a l  funds by Brown Universi ty  i s  doing outs tanding work. And the  

new hea l th  sc ience  bui ld ing  which w i l l  be e rec ted  a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of 

Rhode I s l and  w i l l  have research  equipment and f a c i l i t i e s  made possibae 

by a f ede ra l  g r a n t  of $217,000. 

I t  i s  a f a l s e  view of economy i n  government t o  c u t  back on research  

p r o j e c t s  t h a t  w i l l  eventua l ly  lead  t o  the  conquest of d i seases  which 

deprive u s  of ab le  and product ive c i t i z e n s ,  cause t h e  annual loss  of 

count less  manhours i n  indus t ry ,  keep hundreds of thousands of ch i ld ren  

frdm developing normally, and br ing  untold d i s t r e s s  and hardship i n t o  the  

lives of mi l l i ons  of our people. And it i s  equal ly  shor t s igh ted  t o  f a i l  

t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  v i t a l  p a r t  which the  h e a l t h  sciences can play i n  the  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t r u g g l e  t o  e l imina te  t h e  condi t ions  of impoverished and 

disease-ridden ex is tence  on which Communism t h r i v e s  i n  many p a r t s  of 

t he  world. 



- 5 -  

Right here  i n  our  own country we a r e  only beginning t o  have 

anything l i k e  an adequate understanding of how much t h e  whole na t ion  

can ga in  when t h e  f ind ings  of s c i e n t i f i c  research  a r e  appl ied t o  the  

needs of handicapped ch i ldren  and adul ts .  It i s  estimated t h a t  because 

of i n j u r i e s  o r  handicaps 3 mil l ion  American a d u l t s  r equ i r e  cont inual  

profess iona l  a s s i s t ance ;  250,000 new vic t ims  a r e  numbered among the  

d isab led  every year ,  bu t  only about 100,000 a r e  re turned  t o  work through 

e x i s t i n g  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  programs. Only about one fou r th  of t h i s  

country's 6 mi l l i on  handicapped ch i ld ren  a r e  now rece iv ing  the  education 

they  need t o  l e a r n  t o  l ive independently. I have s t rong ly  supported 

l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  l o c a l  t r a i n i n g  cen te r s  f o r  t h e  d isab led  be- 

cause I be l ieve  t h a t  helping people t o  he lp  themselves i s  good f o r  t he  

whole nation. 

Every f ede ra l  d o l l a r  we p u t  up f o r  such a program w i l l  be mul t ip l ied  

t en  times i n  savings on r e l i e f  costs .  I n  addi t ion ,  we w i l l ' h a v e  the  

b e n e f i t  of t he  s k i l l s  of those who have learned how t o  make t h e i r  own 

con t r ibu t ion  t o  t h e  economy. I f e e l  conf ident  t h a t  my b i l l  t o  t r a i n  

more teachers  f o r  the deaf ,  which was w r i t t e n  i n t o  l a w ,  w i l l  bear f r u i t  
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i n  many inc reas ing ly  use fu l  l i v e s  i n  t h e  years  t o  come, 

I a l s o  look forward t o  the  time when, a s  a r e s u l t  of research  

now i n  progress ,  w e  w i l l  have the  c lues  t o  ce reb ra l  palsy,  mental 

r e t a r d a t i o n  and o the r  d i so rde r s  of t h a t  type which a f f l i c t  children. 

Yet, it is  going t o  take  a continued and growing massive e f f o r t  by 

t h e  combined fo rces  of government, p r i v a t e  research  agencies,  and 

i n t e r e s t e d  c i t i z e n s  t o  do t h e  job. 

The same th ing  holds  t r u e  of cancer research  and t h e  d r i v e  aga ins t  

h e a r t  dig-ease, which causes more than h a l f  t he  dea ths  i n  t h e  United 

S t a t e s  every year. I n  1960, f o r  example, 900,000 people i n  t h i s  country 

died of h e a r t  ailments. O f  t h a t  number, 200,000 were i n  the  working 

ages between 25 and 64 years  of age, Had they l i ved ,  it i s  estimated 

t h a t  they  would have increased the  na t iona l  income by over one b i l l i o n  

d o l l a r s o  

When it is  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  respons ib le  s c i e n t i s t s  fo re see  t h e  possi-  

b i l i t y  of conquering both cancer and h e a r t  d i sease  i n  t h i s  century,  it 

should be apparent  t h a t  a broad na t iona l  of fens ive  a g a i n s t  t hese  d i seases  

i s  c a l l e d  f o r  s o  t h a t  we may win the  v i c t o r y  a t  t he  e a r l i e s t  poss ib le  time 
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and save t h e  g r e a t e s t  poss ib le  number of l i ves .  I f  I am re-elected,  

you may be sure t h a t  I w i l l  continue t o  oppose any suggestion of r e t r e a t  

o r  cutback i n  funds f o r  research  i n  t h e  h e a l t h  sciences.  Knowing what we 

know today, t he  only way t o  move i s  forward. 

Keeping pace with the  age we l i v e  i n  means keeping pace with s c i e n t i f i c  

advances and learn ing  t o  l i v e  with a l o t  of new ideas.  Our technology is 

transforming our whole environment, and it i s  t h e  law of na ture  t h a t  only 

those  who can adapt  t h e i r  l i v i n g  h a b i t s  t o  a changing environment can 

survive. Water po l lu t ion ,  a i r  po l lu t ion  by au to  fumes, and the  g r e a t  

ques t ion  of t h e  s a f e t y  l i m i t s  of exposure t o  r ad ioac t ive  f a l l o u t  -- these  

a r e  environmental problems which we of t h e  twent ie th  century have produced 

and must solveo The hazards of t h e  nuc lear  age a r e  not  only t h e  hazards 

of war; they  a r e  a l s o  the  hazards of l i v i n g  with t h e  d a i l y  consequences of 

t h e  app l i ca t ion  of new knowledge t o  the  normal a c t i v i t i e s  of c i v i l i z e d  

l iv ing .  The immense b less ings  of sc ience  and technology c a r r y  with them 

many grave r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  no t  t h e  l e a s t  of which i s  the  s tudy of how t o  

p r o t e c t  our environment from po l lu t ion  and how t o  leave  t h e  e a r t h  a c leaner  

and b e t t e r  p lace  f o r  our  ch i ld ren  t o  l i v e  in ,  
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I have f e l t  f o r  some time t h a t  a l l  of our e f f o r t s  t o  dea l  with the  

problem of environmental po l lu t ion  w i l l  have t o  be coordinated i n  one 

f e d e r a l  agency. I n  the  meantime, however, the  work of such e x i s t i n g  

agencies  a s  t he  Food and Drug Administration must be g r e a t l y  strengthened, 

and I have supported l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  t h a t  purpose. 

What I have learned  of t he  r e l a t i o n  between science and government 

l eads  me t o  be l i eve  t h a t  i n  t h e i r  cooperation l i e s  t he  way t o  r e a l  f u t u r e  

progress. What I have done t o  advance t h a t  cooperation l eads  me t o  hope 

t h a t  t he  votes  of t h e  Second Congressional D i s t r i c t  w i l l  continue t o  

p lace  t h e i r  confidence i n  my a b i l i t y  t o  serve  and r ep resen t  them. 


