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Washington, D. C. 

Dear John: 

A couple of f r i e n d s  from my area are i n  my o f f i c e  at t h i s  
t i m e .  
tremendously accelerated program for research which might 
br ing  t h e  answer t o  t h e  cause and cu re  of leukemia. 
of these f r i e n d s  has lost  a sixteen-year old boy as a 
r e s u l t  of leukemia and t h e  other f r i e n d  has leukemia i n  
t h e  family. 

One of these f r i e n d s  tel ls  m e  t h a t  a prominent physician 
at Wadley Research I n s t i t u t e  i n  D a l l a s  made t h e  following 
statement:  " tha t  it would probably take t h e  i l l n e s s  and 
perhaps death of a prominent person w i t h  leukemia t o  focus 
s u f f i c i e n t  a t t e n t i o n  on leukemia t o  get t h e  necessary f in -  
ancing t o  do t h e  research job which is necessary," o r  words 
t o  t h a t  effect. 

They are d iscuss ing  w i t h  m e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a 

One 

Now, I know t h a t  you have been i n  the  fo re f ron t  i n  t h e  
f i g h t  for adequate funds f o r  research and I have much f a i t h  
and confidence i n  your judgment. I do not know what w e  are 
doing about leukemia through t h e  Publ ic  Health Service or 
elsewhere, but  I j u s t  wanted t o  call  t h i s  matter t o  your 
a t t en t ion .  I would l i k e  t o  have you drop m e  a note  i n  re- 
gard t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  s i t u a t i o n .  If there is anything tha t  
any of u s  can do t o  accelerate t h e  so lu t ion  t o  t h i s  dread 
disease I know w e  want t o  do it. Please  g ive  m e  your best 
thinking.  

Hope you are having a l i t t l e  rest occasional ly .  
w i s h  . Every good 


