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26 May 1957

John Eeo Fogarty, M.Ce
" House Office Building
Washington, L.Cs

Dear Congressmen Fogarty,

I hesitate to bother you sbout this problem, but John E. Farrell felt thet
you might be able te help me. I have been concerned about the Salk veccine
situation in Rhode Island for some time and even more upset in recent weeks
when there spperently is ample vaccine avsilable for the state and local
clinic use but hardly a bit for the practicing physician. We are weekly
informed in the Journsl-Bulletin that there will be free clinics on such

a day but the doctor has hed to turn his petients away because of the short-
age in commercial chemnels. As you can imsgine, I have had all sorts of ques—
tions from my collesgues bub have hed no.sdequate answer. Bd Mclawghlin
and George Kemny at the State House haven't been able to help. 4 letter
was sent to Surgeon—Genersl Burney on 21 May requesting his aid but as yet
we have no reply. The wholesale houses in Providence evidently are not in
the "know" and those of us who ere meebing pabients ere in a quandFye

Would it be possible for your office to sscertain whe is determining the
ratio of elinic to privete M.D. distribution? Does the USPHS direect the
policy regarding this rstic or is it the mamfacturers of the Salk veccine?
Is there any promise thet there is any relief in sight for Rhode Island
physiciens and their patients?

At the moment there sppesrs to be no coordinsted plen of distribution in
this state despite the fect that we have two commitiees which are inter-
ested in the problem. The difficulty ie thet these commitiees have little
power but to sdvise. A definitive statement from Surgeon~General Buruney
regarding his policy would be of greet help to us to explain the policy
to the public.

Heny thenks for your help.
Sincerely yours,
léwﬁlvu«ﬁrww"f
John T. Barrett, M.D.

Chairman, Polio ddvisory Committee of Rhode Islend
Chairmen, Polio Committee of the R.l.Medical Socliety




