
The President 
The White House 
Washington, ID. C. 

Yesterday on our way out t o  HZEi i n  the helicopter, 
you askdl %hose accompanying you for recommendations of 
the individual to replace Dr. Luther Te r ry  as Surgeon General 
of the United States Publb Health Service, Whose resignation 
you were going to announce in the course of your remarks a t  
the NaCianal l n s t i t u t a s  of Health. My hesitancy i n  not h- 
mediately n&hg an individual i n  response t o  your request 
was by no means due t o  the fact that J: had no f im conviction 
a s  t o  whom this individual should be, but ra ther  was a resu l t  
of uncertainty ae t o  the incl inat ion of the individual X had 
i n  mind i n  respect to such a position, However, i n  the con- 
text  of your s t i r r i n g  remarks concerning your hopes and desixes 
for new and bold objectives f o r  advancing the health and well 
being of the people of this Nation and the world, and coupled 
w i t h  your specification of the dimens”5cons of imagina%fbn, 
vision and Zorce of tho individual to lead the Public Health 
Service, I am convinced t h a t  the man t ha t  I have i n  mind is 
the only person eu*>remely qualified to undertake th i s  great 
and noble task and t h a t  he m a t  be persuaded to  do SO. 

You well know the  depth of my i n t e re s t  and the extent 
of my efforts t o  advance the health of t h i e  Nation through 
the  programs of the Public Health Service, and par t icu lar ly  
those of the National I n s t i t u t e s  of Health, I n  the 19 years 
t h a t  I have arerved as a m e m b e r  and then as chairman of the 
Subcometittee on Lab0r-W Appropriation8, I have seen and 
l is tened t o  a l l  Surgeons General of the Public Realth Service 
s ince Surgeon General Parran, and all the senior of f icers  and 
program directors of the  Public Health Service, 
of receiving t e a t b o n y  from public witnesses I have had an 

I n  the cmr8e 



unusual opportunity to m e e t  and gain clhs mam1y9 of the leading 
physicians, medical investigatora, and s c i e n t i ~ t l r  i n  the country. 
Throughout these years of effort the one individual who has re- 
flected towering capability, camaQanding force and magnificent 
breadth of vision beyond all others is Dr,  James A, Shannon, 
the Director of the National I n s t i t u t e s  of Health. 

I believe Dr, Shannon posae8tm8 the i m a g i n a g f b  the 
sense of the future, th2 f e e l  for advancing the qual i ty  of 
life that  muet imbue a Surgeon General who is t o  lead the 
vanguard of this Mation’s health effort. Re has demonstrated 
extraordinary administrative sk i l l ,  capaPili ty and courage i n  
the way he has employed t o  the f u l l e s t  the resources, framarwork 
and capabi l i ty  of Federal organization and personnel. i n  bui ld-  
ing a great s c i e n t i f i c  inst i tut ion.  

Re commands the respect of the m s l a t i v e  Branch of 
Government by vir%uo of his searchirq views, his candor ana 
the  compstencs with which he has i n i t i a t e d  and administered 
new programs an8 the pmemce with which he has expenl’,ed 
large suns of Federal funds. 

In addition t o  his s t a tu re  a8 an outstanding public 
servant, Dr, Shannon has, i n  the course of the discharge of 
these responsibi l i t ies ,  ~OntinU8d t o  enhance a s c i e n t i f i c  
reputation that was alreaAy substantial. a t  the beginning of 
h i s  Federal career. 
e n t i r e  scientific camnunity, not only i n  the medical scfencas 
but across the full. range of national s c i e n t i f i c  endeavor, 
A crawnfng accolad-3 i n  thls recognition was h i s  re&t?t ac- 
ceptance i n t o  mem5ership i n  the Matianal Acadmy of Sc~encas, 
one of the very few Fedem]. ac i an t i s t s  so honored, 

He conaands the fu l l  respect oP t%c 

Dr, Shgnnonss stature, reputation and achimemen6s 
are by no means c o n f i n d  to the United States, He is known 
t h m g h o u t  the world and his  advice and counsel i n  matters 
re la t ing  t o  health, to the pursuit of the medical sciences, 
t o  the international organization 02 science, ha8 been Bought 
by officials in many other nations and international organiza- 
t i ons  concerned w i t h  health and science affairs. Of great  
hpor tance  to all of us v#ho well know the burdens and frustra- 
t i ons  of public action, he is an individual who has brought 
inspir ing leadership to  a l l  the people, professional and lay, 
who have worked w i t h  him and for him i n  the prosecdlttion of 
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the great programs of the Rational Xnratitutes of Health, 
hae managed in the mdUat of the most at9verae oircurnstanccss 
to maintaPn a scientific organization whose stature, achieve- 
ments and e%cellsnce make it a jewel amongst Federal resesrch 
establishments, 
some brief glintpass of the great work of that extraordinary 
institution. 

Re 

You had the privilege yesterday of seeing 

Surely I have cmveysd to yau the strang feeling X 
have of +,he great qualities and capabilities of br, Jamea 
,Shannon and the enormous potential that ha will bring to the 
position of Surgeon General of the Unit&? Btatss Public Health 
Service. Dr. Shannon, without question in my m i n d ,  is the 
single m a t  in this Ration capable of achieving the inspirbg 
goals that you are setting fox the great society ta which thia 
nation aepires. S c(annrrend to your consideration Ear the ap- 
pointment to the pai tLon  of Surgeon G e n e n l  cf the Wn%ted 
States Public Xealth Service Dx. 8arzles A. Shannon, Director 
of the National Znstitutea of Health, and urge, in the interests 
of our: common commitmen+: ?rl the health and wall being of the 
peo@#e of this Ration, yaur favorable consideration of this 
recornendation. 

With warmest personal regads,  

Sincerely, 


