
April 23, 19S9 

De= Wo Roberta, MOD. 
Executive Director 
National Society for 

2023 West -den Avenue 
Chicago 12, Illinois 

Crippled Children and Adults 

Dear Doctar Roberts: 

Your letter of April 8 with htrrther regarc3 to 
my bill, H.R. 1119 has been received and I have delayed 
replying u n t i l  I could go into the matter of the questions 
you have raised rather thoroughly. N e e d l e s s  to  say I am 
most appreciative of your comments concerning the language 
of HOB. 3119 as it per ta ins  to  T i t l e  IX, Workshops and 
O t h e r  RehabiLitation Facilities. 

W i t h  regardl to the term RPUblfe (yld Other Mona 
P r o f i t " ,  I am advised th i s  is  one used i n  a nunbet of 
laws s e t t i n g  up grant  and aid programs, that fbr fnstMce, 
it appears i n  Section IV(a)(l) of Public Law 56SIResearch 
and Demonstration) 8 Section xr(a) ( 8 )  of Public ~ a w  565,  
which defines facilities that may be established f r o m  basic 
vocational rehabilAtation funds, and I n  Section 621 of the 
Hosplltal Survey and Construction A c t ,  under w h i c h  our nation- 
w i d e  program of hospi ta l  construction hag beencarried on. 
It is my understanding the term has an established legal 
meaning and can be used with confidence i n  the way it will 
be interpreted,  and it is considered appropriate to eonvey 
the purpose for w h i c h  funds are appropriated under this 
t i t l e  shall be used s ince it was  the intent ion that grants  
could be made bath to state agencies or to voluntary aganciets. 

X t  is conrsidered that i n  a program of th ia  kind there 
muet: be a a t a t e  author i ty  of Borne kind to approve projects 
since it I s  necessary to assure that facilities develop ac- 
cording to an accepted pa t t e rn  based upon the needs of an 
e n t i r e  state and it is not l i k e l y  that Congreser would estabrish 



Oe- Boo ROhrt6, MD D. - 2 -  April 23, 1959 

such a program without a provision of %ita lc.ind. W i t h  reepect 
to facalities to be usad ch ie f ly  i n  the vocational rehabilita- 
t i o n  of the handicapped, it  appears that t2ae state  rehabilita- 
t i o n  agency would be the proper agency to emrcise this super- 
vision. Xn a s e n ~ e ,  it may appear that this could s o m e t i x n e s  
make th is  agency both "judge and jury,"  but appU8ntly there 
i i J  no way to avoid this, s ince the principle of state control  
of these pragrame is essent ia l .  Incidentally, I am told, tUs 
has not been a problem in the Hospital Suxvey and Construction 
A c t ,  under which comparable state authori t ies ,  usucilly adminis- 
tered i n  ?ublic Health Depart~ftent8, have had responslbf l i ty  
for proving applications for grants  for: hospitals, and, more 
recently, fbr r ehab i l i t a t ion  facilities, nursing homes, chronic 
i l l n e s s  hospitals, and diagnostic centers. 

what the reaceion to a aruggetstion that a requirement 
of p r i o r i t y  to voluntary organizations bsr included i n  the bill 
would be,I do nat h o w ,  since Congress usually leaves these 
decisions to the states w i t h  as l i t t l e  r e s t r i c t i o n  as possrible, 
and it appeerrs state rehabi l l ta t ion  agencies, fn geneal, seem 
l i t t l e  inclined to operate thefr own rehabi l i ta t ion  facilities, 
possibly prefer r ing  that they be operated by voluntary orgmiea- 
taons. 

While I believe the batsic principle8 o f  aay l eg i s l a t ion  
le mwd, it i t 3  ce r t a in ly  not my position that HDR. 1119 cannot 
be improved md 3 feel that the hearings ray bring o u t  facts 
that w e l l  r e s u l t  i n  many reviaions. Your q r e s s i o n  of i n t e r e s t  
i n  t h i s  
to have 

l eg i s l a t ion  is mast encouraging and Z am always pleased 
your vicswe and eomente. 

Kindest regard#, 

Sincerely, 

4bhn E. Eagarty 
Maanber of Congress 


