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D e a r  D r .  McKusick: 

Thank you f o r  sending us the reply from Time. I am sending - 
it and your le t ter  on t o  B i l l  Voss who is  away from office,  but w i l l  
shortly return. We appreciate your writing t o  the magazine and feel 
tha t  a message from you has a heuris t ic  value not readily l o s t  on the  
ed i tor ia l  mind. 

As t o  L ' A f f a i r  Randall, I enclose a copy of my recent le t ter  
t o  Tom Hyde of The Jackson Laboratory, i n  which I touched on t h i s  matter. 
I have not written t o  Judy and though I ran into her a t  the Transplantation 
Congress last week, the time, place, and bystanders were not condusive 
t o  bringing up the subject. 

The concensus at t h i s  off ice  appears, i n  general, t o  agree w i t h  
your v i e w .  I should l i ke  t o  say tha t  D r .  Lewontin's t a l k  was the  kind 
easy t o  misinterpret o r  overinterpret. He w a s  good humored, yes, but 
seemed dead-serious i n  suggesting that cer ta in  kind of research should take 
precedence over other kinds. He mentioned t h i s ,  among other things, 
during the short press meeting pr ior  t o  the lecture.  
w a s  too short fo r  the press people t o  rea l ly  grasp the g i s t  of h i s  
arguments. 

The t i m e  available 

It hurts t o  think t h a t  Judy Randall w a s  perhaps best equipped 
t o  get  what he w a s  driving a t .  I suspect t h a t  she feared h i s  stress 
on the  need t o  understand the origin and significance of human biochemical 
polymorphisms would be largely incomprehensible t o  the  readers of 
Washington Star.  So she started w i t h  Lewontin but ended mostly w i t h  her 
edi tor ia l iz ing.  The story emerged a s  a kind of chimera, w i t h  Lewontin's 
head and Randall's tai l ,  joined i n  the meddle by tha t  gratuitous reference 
t o  nutri t ion.  

In any case, I think the  point of her story was not the same 
as the point of h i s  lecture.  It may be interesting t o  hear D r .  Lewontin's 
public comments on the a r t i c l e ,  though probably no useful purpose would 
be served by such an undertaking. The *act of a newspaper story is  
usually ephemeral, unless it is  repeated. 
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D r .  Victor McKusick -2- September 20, 1968 

I am natural ly  concerned about the e f f ec t  of the s tory both 

If you have fur ther  ideas, B i l l  Voss and I will be 
f o r  the  public and f o r  the sc i en t i s t s ,  i nc lud iT  the facul ty  members of 
the  Short Course. 
happy t o  receive them. 

Sincerely yours, 

JM:gig 
Enc . 
cc: m. voss 

Mrs. Dorothy Davis 


