Dr, Varren ‘saver

Ths. Rovkeifeldler Roundetdow:
49 7ost 49th Street

Dear Varrens

I wisgh to thank you for letting me kmow about the expeoted
visit of Professor L. Zechmelster to this comntry, I am writing to
him to find out if he expects to come to the Paciflic Ceast, Ilr,
Shaffer's prelinminary results on the ap lication of the chromato-
graphic mothod to amino acid separetion ere promising, and we are
hoping the$ we can develop the method satisfactorily and agply 6
extensively,

You may be int:rested to hear about our pluns fo¥ work during
the soning yeer in the orystal structure field, The camplete structure
detcrmination which Dr, Corey hes made on diketoplperazine is the first
made for eny substenoe closely relasted to protein ewee all of the earlier
work on anino acids and such eoupounds has been incomplete and has led
to no definite resul#s regarding interatomic distances and moleculer
sonfigurations, Dr, Corey and ifr. Albrecht are just finishing & coplete
structure determination of glyoine. During the conming year, three able
men, Dr. Corey, Dr. E, W, Hughes, and Dr. Henri Levy, are going to deter=
mine accurately the struoctures of &s many anino acids and relatod substances
ineluding soms with: peptide bonds, p&:’poe:s.’n.h].tal. in order to zive us relisble
information regarding the stereochemistry of molocules related to the
proteins, In addition we arc planning to begin x-rey work on sone of

the proteins themselwes, I feel thot the proteins are too complex to
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offer ghrept. proalise that their x~-ray intestigation will lead to sige
nificant results beyond those already obtained by Astbury, but the
protein problem is sush an important oms thet it sostis Gasirebia to attack
it, in the hope that something worthwhile will bs dissowpred,

Dy, Niemann will be here in a fow days now, and I an
looking forward to rapld progress in organic research here after his
arrival, Dr, B, R, Buohman has come to play an important part in the
aotivities of the Chemistry Division, end I feel that he, too, will
be a very valuable man in 'the development of organic chemistry here,

Sincerely yours,

Linus Pmlirg

LP/bos



