Desember 27, 1938

Dr. 5. Ds Springall
Linceln College
Oxford, England
Dear Spring:

1 was very glad indeed %0 receive your letter and to learn abous
yowr life &uring the last six months. This peried has indsed deen a seriow
one for the world. I am .m that you are able to continue work for some
time at Oxford, and I hope that a muitable permanent position for you twrans up.

Tor some mopths ay spare time has desn devoted o ocompleting the
structure determinations for dimethylacetylens, dimethyldiagetylene, cyanogen,
diacetyleny and methyl cyanide, for incorporation vuh}uWImwlm in a
paper treasing the methylacetylene prodlem tharoughly. This work is now being
gompleted, and after much thought I have suseeeded in writing what seems 10 me
to be a satisfactory discussion. Vhen the paper is typed, in a day or two,

I shall send a copy t0 you, and at the same time submit it 0 the J.A.C.S.
for publication. Please write immediaiely to ms aboul any suggestions which
you have t0 make, 80 that they can be incorporated in the proof.

Ve have on hand photagrayhl of bromlvérindm. Wwomotetralene, and
didromoxylene, which seem suitadble for structure determinations. I could
send them t¢ you, or 1 can measure thenm amd. meke the oaloulations here, for
Joins pudlisation with you. This second course would probably be simpler, since
we have facilities here, although it is trus that now that you are at Oxford
you could do the work in Sutton's laboratory. I shall keep the photographs until
I hear from yove

Schlatter has not yet completed his cyelopropane preparation, mainly

because he has been kept so busy with class work during his first term as a
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graduate student that he hasn't been able to devote much time to resesrch.

I shall write to Sutton separately about sulfurylehloride. Beach and
Stevenson at Princeton have also made another investigation of this substance.

If you send some Arigethylstidinedidbromide I shsll have the tri-
methylstibine photographed.

Ve are now getting nicely settled in the new laboratory, with the
electiron diffraction apparatus just about in operation again and with most of
ths x-ray apparatus a$ work. Did you know that Coryell had deen appointed
Instrustor at UsCeleAs? Ve see him adoul onge a week, dut not often encugh
$0 kesp us from missing hish. Corey is staying on here, and he has just finished
up Albreché's investigation of the arystal structure of glyceme, which is thus
the first amino acid for which a satisfactory crystal structwse determination
has been made. lewy is spending a postedogiorate year, and is working on
alanine, while Hughes, whom you remember at Cornell, is attempting to handle
glyeylglycine. I hope that complese structurs determinations can be made of
other compounds in this group also. OJorey himself is going to caryy on X-ray
work on the proteins themselves from now on.

Pleass write again. With best wishes for the coming year, I am

Sinoerely yours,

e/ 3r



