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February 12,1999 

The Honorable Donna E. Shalda 
The -ent of Htalth and Human Services 
-200 In- Avcnue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 2020 1 SPECIAL 

Of particular concern to us is testimony Dr. V m u s  gave on Jan~ary 26,1999, duriag a bearing 
befwe the Appmpriation~ Subcammittct on Labor, Health and H ~ m z ~ t  Services and Education. 
During XX. Vannus’ testimony he stated. “Dr. Thomsm and his cb-wofkcr~ derived pluripotent 
stem & from the blastocyst stage of an carly embpyo - the anbryos used w m  donared by 
couples wbo w a r  receiving i n f i i t y t x w m ~  this daivation of stcm cells h m  the embryo 
does fall under tbe ban on F a i d  funding.” The contention being made is that once the stem 
cells arc derived, faded funding of research which diractly relies on such deshuction is 
acceptable. We disagree. 

Also of concern to us is Dr. Varmuus’ rrsponse to a statanent by some fesearchQs thar human 
pluripotent stun cells may come togetaer in dtuxe to begin ddoping ELS an enzbryo. If this 
does occur, then NI[H would be M y  Violating the co,ngrrStionally imposed ban by h d k g  
embryonic stem cell rescar& Dr. Vannus stated that he was unsure Zit docs occur, and that it 
would be “grossly unuhical” to try to fbd  out because that W d  invoIvc implanration lfthe 
dkctor of &e N r ~ d  lnaitufes of Xed& is uusuxe, then the proper course of d o c  would be 
to take no action. Better to UT on the side of pnsaVing congressional intent than destroying it. 
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