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(GREETINGS TO HOSTS, GUESTS, FRIENDS, ETC,) 

THIS PAST AUGUST, AMERICANS AND JAPANESE PAUSED TO REFLECT ON THE 
EVENT, 40 YEARS AGO, THAT CHANGED THE HISTORY OF THIS PLANET FOREVER, 
I'M NOT GOING TO DEBATE WHETHER OR NOT WE SHOULD'VE DROPPED THE ATOMIC 
BOMBS ON HIROHSIMA AND NAGASAKI. BUT I A&GOING TO REMIND YOU -- AS I 
WAS REMINDED JUST A FEW WEEKS AGO -- THAT THE HIROSHIMA BOMB KILLED 
SOME 340,000 PEOPLE, 

THAT NUMBER LEAPED OFF THE PAGES OF THE NEWSPAPERS AS I READ IT, 
I'M SURE YOU KNOW WHERE WE'VE SEEN THAT FIGURE BEFORE, IT'S OUR BEST 
ESTIMATE -- AND A CONSERVATIVE ESTIMATE, AT THAT -- OF THE NUMBER OF 
AMERICANS WHO DIE PREMATURELY EACH YEAR BECAUSE THEY SMOKE, I 

IN OTHER WORDS, CIGARETTE SMOKING IS KILLING AS MANY PEOPLE IN 
THIS COUNTRY EACH YEAR AS THE FIRST ATOM BOMB KILLED IN JAPAN, MOST 
OF THE JAPANESE DIED IN AN INSTANT; BUT ALL THE AMERICANS DIE IN 
STAGES. 
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WE DROPPED ONLY THOSE TWO BOMBS AND THEN, THANK GOODNESS, THE WAR 
ENDED, THE DREADFUL STATISTICS THAT ALL PEOPLE OF CONSCIENCE HAVE 
QUOTED ABOUT HIROSHIMA ARE THE STATISTICS CREATED ON THAT SINGLE DAY 
IN AUGUST 1945, 

BUT WE'VE BEEN QUOTING THAT NUMBER, OR SIMILAR NUMBERS, EVFRY 
YFAR FOR 20 YFARS IF YOU ALLOW FOR POPULATION GROWTH AND CIGARETTE. 
COMPOSITION AND SMOKING PATTERNS AND SO ON, YOU MIGHT COME UP WITH A 
TOTAL OF 10 MILLION AMERICANS -- 10 Mill ION -- WHO HAVE DIED 
PREMATURELY OVER THE PAST 20 YEARS BECAUSE THEY SMOKED CIGARETTES, 

YEAR AFTER YEAR, OUR SOCIETY HAS BEEN, IF YOU PLEASE, "ATOM- 
BOMBED" BY CIGARETTES, ,BUT ALL THE VICTIMS DON'T DIE ON JUST ONE 
HORRENDOUS DAY, A FEW DIE ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE YEAR,,,A FEW ON THE 
SECOND,,,A FEW MORE ON THE THIRDwAND SO ON RIGHT THROUGH TO THE LAST 
DAY OF THE YEAR, 
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WE MIGHT NOT "COMMEMORATE" THOSE VICTIMS, BUT WE MUST NEVER 
FORGET THEM, 

I BELIEVE THAT THIS COMMITTEE, ABOVE ALL ELSE, MUST BE BOUND TO 
HONOR THE MEMORY OF THOSE WASTEFUL DEATHS, THEY ARE THE SHADOWS OVER 
OUR SHOULDERS, URGING US TO DO WHATEVER WE CAN SO THAT EVENTUALLY THE 
NUMBER OF SUCH PREMATURE DEATHS WILL BE ZERO, 

THAT'S THE ONLY GOAL WORTHY OF THIS COMMITTEE, AND I WOULD 
SUGGEST IT'S A VERY LOGICAL GOAL OF THE LAW THAT BROUGHT THIS 
COMMITTEE INTO EXISTENCE: "THE COMPREHENSIVE SMOKING EDUCATION ACT OF 
1984," 

WE WON'T ACHIEVE SUCH A GOAL OVERNIGHT, WE KNOW THAT, BUT WE'RE 
WORKING STEADILY TOWARD SUCH A GOAL: 



l WE REMAIN COMMITTED TO REDUCING THE PROPORTION OF ADULTS WHO 
SMOKE TO BELOW 25 PERCENT BY THE YEAR 1990, BUT WE WON'T STOP 
THERE, 

l AND I'M DELIGHTED TO REPORT THAT BOTH GOVERNMENT AND THE 
PRIVATE SECTOR ARE BUILDING MOMENTUM TO MAKE OUR SOCIETY SMOKE- 
FREE BY THE YEAR 2000, THAT'S A CHALLENGE I LAID BEFORE THE 
NATION IN MAY 1984 AND I'M PROFOUNDLY IMPRESSED AT THE DEGREE TO 
WHICH PEOPLE ARE RESPONDING, 

I THINK WE'LL REACH OUR GOALS, AND A KEY REASON FOR MY OPTIMISM IS 
REPRESENTED RIGHT HERE IN THIS ROOM TODAY: THE KEY IS THE LEADERSHIP 
OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND PRIVATE CITIZENS STEPPING FORWARD FROM ACROSS 
THE SPECTRUM OF AMERICAN PUBLIC LIFE AND TAKING UP THESE VITAL PUBLIC 
HEALTH GOALS AS THEIR OWN RESPONSIBILTY, 

THAT, MY FRIENDS, IS POWER, 
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EACH OF YOU, IN YOUR IMPORTANT WORK IN ACADEMIA, IN RESEARCH, IN 
VOLUNTARY ORGANIZATIONS, AND IN GOVERNMENTwEACH ONE OF YOU IS HERE 
NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF YOUR OWN PERSONAL COMMITMENT TO ELIMINATE THIS 
INTOLERABLE DANGER TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH, BUT ALSO BECAUSE OF THE 
GROUNDSWELL OF SUPPORT YOU ENJOY IN YOUR PARENT ORGANIZATIONS AND IN 
YOUR HOME COMMUNITIES, 

TWENTY YEARS AGO, A MEETING SUCH AS THIS WOULD HAVE BEEN UNUSUAL, 
EVERY PERSON ATTENDING IT WOULD HAVE BEEN THE SUBJECT OF INTENSE 
PUBLIC SCRUTINY, THEY WOULD HAVE EARNED CRITICISM AND -- YES -- EVEN 
SOME HARASSMENT IN THEIR PROFESSIONAL LIVES, 

BUT THE TIMES HAVE,CHANGED, THANK GOODNESS, AS THE COACHES SAY, 
"WE'VE GOT THE HORSES," OUR SIDE NOW HAS THE POWERFUL MORAL AND 
MATERIAL RESOURCES OF THE AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY, THE AMERICAN HEART 
ASSOCIATION, AND THE AMERICAN LUNG ASSOCIATIONwTHE THREE GROUPS WHO 
ARE THE FOUNDATION OF THE NATIONAL COALITION ON SMOKING OR HEALTH, 
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AND WE HAVE THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, WHICH MANDATED 
FOUR NEW AND STRONGER WARNING LABELS FOR CIGARETTES AND WHO ALSO 
ESTABLISHED THIS COMMITTEE, 

WITH YOUR PERMISSION, I WANT TO TAKE A MOMENT TO SALUTE THE THREE 
GENTLEMEN OF THE CONGRESS WHOSE HARD WORK, PERSISTENCE, AND GREAT 
LEGISLATIVE SKILLS CHANGED A VISIONARY PROPOSAL INTO PUBLIC LAW 
98-474, THEY ARE,,, 

SENATOR ORRIN G, HATCH. CHAIRMAN OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON LABOR 
AND HUMAN RES0URCES.m.A GREAT LEGISLATOR AND A VALUED FRIEND OF 
AMERICAN PUBLIC HEALTH, 

SENATOR BOB PACKWOOD OF OREGON, CHAIRMAN OF THE SENATE FINANCE 
COMMITTEE,,,A STRONG AND INDEPENDENT VOICE OF GOOD CONSCIENCE 
THROUGHOUT THE DEVELOPMENT OF THIS LAW, 
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AND REPRESENTATIVE HENRY A, WAXMAN OF CALIFORNIA, CHAIRMAN OF THE 
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND THE ENVIRONMENT, A TIRELESS AND 
FAIR-MINDED STRATEGIST ON BEHALF OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH, 

THESE THREE LEGISLATORS LED THE WAY FOR A MAJORITY OF BOTH HOUSES OF 
CONGRESS TO ENACT THE FOUR NEW WARNINGS, 

THE CIGARETTE COMPANIES HAVE BOUGHT FULL-PAGE NEWSPAPER ADS TO 
TELL THEIR VERSION OF THE HEALTH STORY, BUT, THANKS TO THE U,S, 
CONGRESS, THE TRUTH DOESN'T REQUIRE A FULL-PAGE OF NEWSPRINT, IT JUST 
NEEDS A LITTLE RECTANGLE WITH ROOM ENOUGH TO WARN THE PUBLIC,,, 

THAT ",,, SMOKING CAUSES LUNG CANCER, HEART DISEASE, EMPHYSEMA, AND 
MAY COMPLICATE PREGNANCY," 

THAT ",,, PREGNANT WOMEN WHO SMOKE RISK FETAL INJURY AND PREMATURE 
BIRTH," 
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THAT t, ,,,CIGARETTE SMOKE CONTAINS CARBON MONOXIDE," 

AND THAT ",a, QUITTING SMOKING NOW GREATLY REDUCES SERIOUS HEALTH 
RISKS," 

ALL FOUR WARNINGS WILL BEGIN APPEARING ON CIGARETTE PACKAGES AND 
IN CIGARETTE ADVERTISING AS OF OCTOBER 12TH, BUT YOU AND I KNOW, FROM 
OUR EXPERIENCE OF THE PAST 20 YEARS, THAT SUCH SCIENTIFIC CONCLUSIONS, 
BY THEMSELVES, ARE NOT ENOUGH, 

WE NEED TO ALERT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE THAT SUCH INFORMATION IS 
AVAILABLE, ##THAT IT IS ACCCURATEmTHAT IT CAN BE TRUSTEDwAND THAT 
THIS INFORMATION IS VITAL TO THEIR HEALTH AND TO THE HEALTH OF THEIR 
FRIENDS AND FAMILIES, 

THAT'S WHY CONGRESS PUT THE WORD "EDUCATION" RIGHT UP IN THE 
TITLE OF THIS LAW AND WHY PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
ARE MANDATED, 
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THE ACT OF SMOKING IS, BY ITSELF, NOT AN ILLEGAL ACT, IT'S 
UNHEALTHY AND RISKYmBUT IT'S NOT ILLEGAL, SOME STATE AND LOCAL LAWS 
PROHIBIT SMOKING IN CERTAIN PLACES OR UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES, 
AND MORE OF THOSE LAWS ARE BEING ENACTED, BUT THE MERE ACT OF 
"LIGHTING UP" IS NOT, BY ITSELF, ILLEGAL, 

THEREFORE, OUR TASK IS TO FIND WAYS TO GET PEOPLE TO UNDERSTAND 
AND TO AGREE, DN THEIR OWN, THAT SMOKING IS A BAD IDEA, THEY NEED TO 
DECIDE, ON THEIR OWN, TO GIVE IT UP IF THEY DO SMOKE, OR NOT START IF 
THEY DON'T SMOKE, 

THAT'S AN EDUCATIONAL CHALLENGEwTHAT'S THE KEY CHALLENGE FOR 
THIS COMMITTEE, 
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WE CAN TAKE SOME COMFORT IN THE FACT THAT CIGARETTE SALES ARE 
BEGINNING TO DECLINE, THAT THE LATEST SURVEYS OF TEENAGERS INDICATE 
THEY'VE BEEN TURNED OFF FROM THE CIGARETTE HABIT, AND THAT WOMEN ARE 
STARTING TO RESIST 
THEM, 

THOSE ARE ALL 

WE STILL HAVE 
SMOKE, THE BURDEN 
FAMILIES, AND UPON 
COSTLY BURDEN, 

THE HEAVY TOBACCO AD CAMPAIGNS AIMED RIGHT AT 

GOOD SIGNS, AND YETwAND YET,,, 

A LITTLE MORE THAN 50 MILLION MEN AND WOMEN WHO 
THEY PLACE UPON THE HEALTH CARE SYSTEM, UPON THEIR 
THEMSELVES IS ENORMOUS, IT IS A PAINFUL AND A 

SO, WHILE WE CAN TAKE COMFORT IN THIS STATISTIC OR THAT SURVEY, 
THIS IS NOT THE TIME TO RELAX OUR ANTI-SMOKING EFFORTS, QUITE THE 
CONTRARY, NOW, MORE THAN EVER, WE NEED THE IDEAS AND ENERGIES OF 
LEADERS SUCH AS YOURSELVES TO KEEP BUILDING THE CASE AGAINST 
SMOKING,,,TO WIN BACK THE SMOKERS -- 50 MILLION OF THEM -- TO GET THEM 
TO QUIT, AND TO HELP ALL NON-SMOKERS STAY THAT WAY, 
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IN YOUR EFFORTS YOU HAVE THE SUPPORT OF THE CONGRESS, YOU HAVE 
THE SUPPORT OF THIS DEPARTMENT, SECRETARY HECKLER, I CAN ASSURE YOU, 
IS TOTALLY COMMITTED TO THE NATIONAL ANTI-SMOKING CAMPAIGN, 

AND, AS HAS BEEN THE CASE FOR THE PAST 21 YEARS, YOU HAVE THE 
COMPLETE SUPPORT OF THE SURGEON GENERAL OF THE US, PUBLIC HEALTH 
SERVICE,,,WHOEVER THAT PERSON MAY BE, 

CURRENTLY, I AM PROUD TO SAY, THAT PERSON IS C, EVERETT KOOP, 
BUT BEFORE I CAME ALONG, THREE OTHER PHYSICIANS -- JULIUS RICHMOND, 
JESSE STEINFELD, AND WILLIAM*STEWART -- WERE EQUALLY DEDICATED 
SURGEONS GENERAL, 

THE FOUR OF US, HOWEVER, HAVE HAD TO MEASURE UP TO A MODEL SET BY 
A PHYSICIAN WHO WILL ALWAYS REPRESENT EXCELLENCE IN MEDICINE AND IN 
PUBLIC SERVICE, THAT PERSON WAS THE COURAGEOUS AND DEDICATED SURGEON 
GENERAL WHO BEGAN THIS FIGHT AGAINST SMOKING: DR, LUTHER TERRY, 



12 

DR, TERRY DIED EARLIER THIS YEAR, A GENUINE HERO OF THE PUBLIC 
HEALTH SERVICE, HE LIES IN A HERO'S GRAVE IN ARLINGTON CEMETERY, 

LUTHER TERRY WENT FOR THE BIG ONE, HE ATTACKED A HEALTH PROBLEM 
THAT HAS AFFECTED HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS OF PEOPLE, IN OUR COUNTRY AND 
AROUND THE WORLD, 

HE ATTACKED ONE OF THE MAJOR POWER CENTERS OF INTERNATIONAL 
BUSINESS: THE TOBACCO INDUSTRY, AND THE INDUSTRY HAS NEVER FORGIVEN 
HIM, NOR HIS SUCCESSORS EITHER, BUT I MUST TELL YOU THAT ITS ENMITY 
IS A BADGE WE HAVE ALL WORN WITH MUCH HONOR, 

DR, TERRY SWALLOWED HARD AND TOLD VARIOUS CONGRESSMEN AND 
SENATORS FROM TOBACCO-GROWING STATES THAT THEY NEEDED TO DO SOME.,; 
SERIOUS THINKING DOWN THE ROAD,,, 



13 

THEY HAD TO SEE THAT AGRICULTURE AND PUBLIC HEALTH DID NOT COLLIDE 
OVER THE CIGARETTE ISSUE,,, 

THEY HAD TO GET US ALL WORKING TOGETHER ON A SOLUTION THAT WOULD 
ADVANCE THE PUBLIC WELFARE, HOWEVER THE CHIPS MIGHT FALL, 

DR, TERRY ALSO CHALLENGED HIS OWN COLLEAGUES IN MEDICINE AND 
PUBLIC HEALTH, HE CHALLENGED THEM TO BELIEVE THE RESULTS OF RESEARCH, 
TO STOP SMOKING, AND TO GET OTHERS TO STOP SMOKING, TOO, 

BUT PHYSICIANS ARE A STUBBORN BUNCH, FOR MANY YEARS THEY DID NOT 
RESPOND WELL TO DR, TERRY'S MESSAGE, THEY ARE NOW BEGINNING TO DO SO, 
AND THAT'S GOOD, I DON'T THINK IT'S EVER TOO LATE FOR REDEMPTION, 

LUTHER TERRY WAS A MODEST MAN, HE ALWAYS SAID HE HAD HELPED TO 
START SOMETHING, HE NEVER CLAIMED TO HAVE DONE IT ALL, HE LEFT 
PLENTY OF ROOM FOR THE REST OF US TO MAKE OUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 
ELIMINATION OF CIGARETTES, 
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THE CONGRESS HAS ASKED EACH OF YOU TO DO JUST THAT: TO CONTRIBUTE 
YOUR BEST EFFORT AS A MEMBER OF THIS IMPORTANT COMMITTEE, 

NOW, LET ME CLOSE WITH A LITTLE QUOTATION THAT MIGHT BE OF SOME 
HELP, 

WHEN I WAS HAVING A DIFFICULT TIME A FEW YEARS AGO, A FRIEND 
WROTE ME A NOTE WITH A LINE FROM GOETHE, AND I'M GOING TO PASS IT ON 
TO YOU THIS MORNING, IT GOES LIKE THIS: 

"OUR FRIENDS SHOW US WHAT WE m DO; OUR ENEMIES TEACH US WHAT WE 
MUST DO," 

MY FRIENDS, SMOKING IS OUR ENEMY, LET'S GET ON WITH WHAT WE MUST DO, 

THANK YOU, 

##### 


